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Introduction 
!
Problem area 
For major periods of the European history, Turkey has been an important factor in the 
European politics. Turkey is a member of all other important European organizations   and has 1
since the Second World War played an important role in contributing to the shaping of European 
policies (Dismorr, 2008). Moreover the influence of the European Union, EU, on Turkey, 
especially on the latter’s reform process, is undeniable. It is said that EU, first by opening 
accession prospects, and later negotiations, is the principal rationale for motivating Turkish 
advances in democratic reform (Johansson-Nogués & Jonasson, 2011). Accordingly, Turkey and 
the European Union relations have a long history. Turkey was declared eligible to become an EU 
member at the Luxembourg Council Summit in 1997. Following in 1999 at the Helsinki Summit 
Turkey was granted the status of a candidate country. Accordingly, the EU accession negotiations 
with Turkey were opened in October 2005.   
As Turkish Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Gül remarked that 
Turkey has fulfilled the Copenhagen criteria   which requires a country to have a stable political 2
system with EU’s standard institutions, a strong economy as well as the ability to take on all of 
the obligations of the membership, there are still growing concerns regarding Turkey’s EU 
accession. Various issues related to economics, politics and cultures have been brought up both 
inside and outside of the political institutions. According to Ann Dismorr, the Swedish 
Ambassador in Turkey (2001–2005), EU's reluctance to embrace Turkey was to a high extent due 
to the political instability and human rights violation within Turkey itself (Dismorr, 2008, p.39). 
On the other hand, other academic analysis tended to analyze the EU–Turkey relations from the 
perspective in which it was investigated whether Turkey was compatible with the EU or not. In 
other words, they scrutinize the Turkey’s EU accession process by exploiting the differences in 
terms of identity and culture between European and Turkey. Furthermore, political concerns 
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about the possible effect of a hypothetical accession of Turkey on the European Union are also 
growing with complexity and difficulty in giving a concrete answer for the outcome. Keeping all 
of this in mind, the motivation of this project is to argue, as it is believed, that the underlying 
reason for the EU hesitancy in Turkey’s membership application is due to the difference in 
identity, specifically in regard to religious trait. 
The identity of Europe and Turkey has been formed based on different historical roots, 
especially regarding the cultural aspect. Keeping this in mind, the purpose of this project is to 
look at the issue of Turkey’s EU accession from the view of Clash of Civilizations where it aims 
to investigate how the differences between the Turkish and European identity affect Turkey’s EU 
accession.The researchers are aware that the European Union consists of 28 member states and it 
seems like the paper is making a comparison between one country which is Turkey with 28 other 
countries. Therefore it is important to clarify that the intention is not to investigate the 
differences between Turkey and the EU member states but rather to see if Turkey fits in Europe, 
in this project the EU is chosen to represent the European identity, since this is a supranational 
state which are promoting values that the member states are agreeing on. Since Turkey has 
always been said to be the Other in Europe, the project aims to seek for the reason why it is said 
to be incompatible with the latter. The purpose of this project is to analyze the Turkish identity 
and the so-called European identity especially in terms of how the two identities were 
constructed on different historical roots and thereby will create a clash if they meet each other. 
Furthermore it enables the researchers to see the possible consequences of the clash as One 
strives to answer the question how a hypothetical accession of Turkey could affect the European 
Union. Taking this to a political level, an argument is made about the underlying reason for EU’s 
reluctance to embrace Turkey which is due to the differences in religion and culture. Is it really 
impossible for Turkey to be a part of the European Union? Is the clash of civilization too 
challenging and if so how does it affect Turkey’s accession to the EU? 
  
Research question 
How does the clash between Turkish and European identities affect Turkey's accession to 
the European Union? 
  
Working questions 
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!
1. How are the Turkish and European national identities historically formed and 
differentiated? 
2. How will a hypothetical accession of Turkey possibly affect the European Union? 
3. What could have been an underlying reason along with the official reasons for the 
European Union’s hesitation in granting Turkey a full membership? 
  
  
  
!
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Methodology 
!
Disposition 
The structure of this project is as followed. The project starts out with the introduction that 
contains the problem area, research question and working questions. It is here that the foundation 
of the project is laid and a presentation of the project is given in order to give a brief insight into 
the research. The next section of the project is the methodology which should give an insight into 
the path that the project aims to take as well as what is considered when an answer of the 
working questions and therewith the research question is given. Hereafter comes the theoretical 
framework that provides the project with an improved knowledge of the topic and inspiration for 
the analysis related to the issue in the project. The historical background is the next section, that 
contains information regarding the European and Turkish history as well as facts about the 
European Union. Hereby some final knowledge about the topic will be gained before the 
analysis. Furthermore the analysis contains different aspects of the relationship between Turkey 
and Europe. It discusses the differences between the Turkish and the European identities, the 
impact that Turkey will possibly have on the European Union once they become a member of it 
and the theory The Clash of Civilizations which we used as an analytical tool. After the analysis, 
a conclusion is given. Reflections are made concerning how the project could have been 
conducted differently, the bibliography with necessary information regarding the references and 
the appendix which includes the transcription of the two interviews that have been conducted. 
  
Philosophy of social science 
The project works from two paradigms: Positivism and Social Constructivism. 
Positivism emerged as a philosophical paradigm in the 19th century with Auguste Comte’s 
rejection of metaphysics and his assertion that only scientific knowledge can reveal the truth 
about reality. The doctrine consists of six complexes of ideas which are; unified science, 
empiricism, objectivism, value freedom, instrumentalism and technicism. The positivist 
paradigm asserts that real events can be observed empirically and explained with logical 
analysis. Positivists typically use official statistics, content analysis and non-participant 
observation. In social science study, positivism approach made a focus on the measuring of facts 
objectively (Delanty & Strydom, 2003, pp. 13-14). 
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Knowledge in positivism is perceived as something that the researcher can measure. It is 
often described as the principle of phenomenalism, which is human knowledge (Bryman, 2012, 
p. 28). This means that humans can only gain scientific knowledge by means of observation and 
measurements that have been confirmed by the senses. The truth is considered being universal 
and objective when it is found (Olsen & Pedersen, 2008, p. 154). In the project this knowledge 
was gained by collecting quantitative data, for example the 35 chapters of the acquis  . These 3
laws are perceived as being universal, since it can be used to assess whether the country fulfill 
the requirements in each chapter or not. The European Union does not regard these laws as being 
constructed by social interactions, which makes them positivistic. 
However the project is in particular investigating the informal requirements, which leads 
one to use social constructivism as the other paradigm. The reason for this is that the research 
question leads to an uncertainty about the objectiveness and universality of the requirements set 
forth by the European Union. As the researchers of this project do not believe that the truth can 
be found by the means of a positivistic approach alone due to the fact that it is found necessary to 
look behind the acquis, in order to get to the core of the problem. Furthermore, the acquis is 
considered being socially constructed by social actors and therefore subjective. 
Social constructivism is identified as being a part of the constructivist assumption in which 
knowledge is not only gained from the scientific world but can also be found in social 
interaction. The constructivists argue that the human consciousness creates the arena that can be 
seen as the world. It is not physical or material but created by the human mind. Furthermore 
Social constructivism perceives the world as socially constructed where the material forces do 
not have any influence but the ideas and thoughts of human beings do, therefore it is only 
meaningful to the ones living and forming it since it is their creation. Social constructivism is a 
creative process in which the different elements are put together in a combination that creates a 
reality (Delanty & Strydom, 2003, pp. 372-375). 
From a constructivist perspective, knowledge is perceived as something indeterminate. It is 
allied to the ontological approach where different conceptions of reality are implied in the 
identification of objects of possible inquiry as socially constructed (Bryman, 2012, p.33). Thus 
the rational actions in the social entities are a part of the objective reality that we live in, which 
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mean the reality is subjective - thereby society is a concept or a model that exists in the 
individual's mind (Olsen & Pedersen, 2008, p.164). 
The social constructivist perspective of the project is grounded on the hypothesis that was 
used from the beginning. A hypothesis that is based on quantitative investigation is not 
necessarily more correct than a hypothesis based on a qualitative investigation. However it is 
easier to verify quantitative data because statistics are measurable while qualitative data are 
abstract, since qualitative data often are based on interpretations and therefore cannot be verified 
or falsified but only debated (Lund, 2011, p.131). 
Through the positivist approach, the acquis has been used as the main quantitative data in 
order to examine the official reasons for EU's hesitation in granting Turkey a full membership. 
On the other hand, with the social constructivistic approach,  the concentration is on the 
qualitative data in which academic articles, interviews and the theories have been gathered as a 
mean to provide a conclusion for the project as it is believed that the underlying reason for EU's 
reluctance to embrace Turkey is due to the differences in culture and religion. Thus it is critical 
to acknowledge that quantitative data is constantly used in order to add in the argument of the 
project as the written requirements in the acquis are believed to be not the only measurement in 
the EU but also unwritten requirements such as cultural aspect is also taken into consideration; 
for example there are countries that have been granted an EU membership despite not yet having 
fulfilled all of the requirements that One must do in order to be a part of the EU. 
Keeping all of the mentioned above in mind, the project choses both the positivist and 
social constructivist approach. Despite the fact that there are differences between the two 
paradigms, with the main difference is that positivism has an objective view about the truth while 
constructivism has a subjective view, it is nevertheless a necessity to use both paradigms in this 
project. The acquis is seen from the perspective of the European Union as the objective truth and 
the dominant tool for assessing the eligibility of a country to become a member of the European 
Union; while the researchers of the project assume that the underlying reason is the differences in 
culture and religion. As positivists, the project would not be able to examine the relationship 
between the identity making and the cultural clashes between the European and Turkish 
civilization since they do not acknowledge anything that is not measurable and cannot be 
observed. While positivists are looking at formal aspects, social constructivists focus on informal 
aspects. 
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Approach 
The problem in the project was at first based on a basic knowledge and an interest in 
investigating the Turkish EU accession. Hereafter, several theories were researched that might 
help in gaining an understanding of the different processes and subjects at hand. After this point, 
speculations were made which helped choosing relevant theories and concepts that were 
regarded useful in the analysis. By the means of the theories and the knowledge that was 
gathered from different academic articles and books, it was made possible to conduct the 
working questions and the research question. All of this put together shows that a deductive 
approach has been taken in this project, as firstly a hypothesis was created, when the research 
was carried out by collecting data regarding the topic and in the end it came to a conclusion in 
order to verify or falsify the assumptions that were made in the beginning (Lund, 2011, pp. 
22-24).  
As mentioned, a set of working questions were developed that helped to conduct the 
analysis as following. 
The first working question, “How are the Turkish and the European national identities 
historically formed and differentiated?” focuses on the identity making of the Turkish and the 
European society. In order to answer this question, firstly a historical analysis of Turkey and 
Europe was made which provided an understanding of how the Turkish and European identity 
was built on different historical roots and thereby differentiated. Secondly, the theory of National 
Identity and the idea of European Unity by Anthony Smith have been applied in order to identify 
and analyze the role of religion in the construction of Turkish identity and the European identity. 
It is found important to make a definition of both the Turkish and the European identity due to it 
clarifying the distinction between the former and the latter, which is found helpful in explaining 
the European union’s reluctance in granting Turkey a membership. However it is more complex 
to define a common identity in Europe, since it consists of many countries, which identities are 
harder to turn into a common one. Additionally while it is difficult to separate the Turkish 
political and cultural identity, the political and cultural identity of Europe can be distinguished. 
The theory is essential to use since the project strives to understand the construction of a 
collective identity, specifically European identity, how the Eastern and Western European 
identities emerged from different contexts and thereby developed into two different identities in 
which created a division in European society today which is Western European and Eastern 
European. Combining this theory with a historical analysis, the aim was to establish a statement 
Page !  of !9 74
Group 6 - 2013 Project 3rd Semester                                                                                             
that Turkey, emerged from Eastern Europe, and the European Union, emerged from the Western 
Europe, is not culturally compatible and therefore the differences in their culture and religion 
could be the underlying reason of EU’s reluctance to accept Turkey as a member.  
The second working question is “How will a hypothetical accession of Turkey affect the 
European Union?”. Neoliberalism and Eurocentrism was employed in the analysis, in order to 
understand how and why Western values are spread to other nations, since the Western values are 
perceived as being superior by Europe. Academic articles and thesis were read in order to gain 
knowledge about the unwritten requirements as they are seen as important factors in this project. 
Furthermore, semi-structured interviews were made. This was found important due to the two 
experts; Daniela Kuzmanovic and Claus Juul Nielsen having an academic knowledge in the 
fields of Turkey and the European Union, which could support the knowledge gained  from the 
academic articles. The qualitative data were used in an analysis of how a hypothetical accession 
of Turkey possible will affect the EU. Furthermore, there will, in the analysis be a discussion of 
the possible influence that Turkey will have on the European Union and its European values if 
Turkey gains full membership. 
Lastly, the third working question "What could be an underlying reason along with the 
official reasons for the European Union’s hesitation in granting Turkey a full membership?". 
Here, the official documents, the acquis, were investigated in order to examine which aspects in 
Turkey that the EU is concerned about and thereby how the European Union, so far has assessed 
Turkey’s eligibility to become a member. From this, the aim was to establish a statement in 
which there is an underlying reason regarding cultural aspect along with the official reasons for 
EU’s reluctance to include Turkey in the union despite of the various improvements in Turkey’s 
political system, economy and society. In addition, other countries that recently have been 
granted a membership will be taken into account in order to investigate if they have fulfilled the 
criteria completely, since this will give an understanding of what the different criteria entail and 
if they, when it comes to all, are valid, in the sense if the EU are using them in an accession 
process or just turn a blind eye to these official criteria.  
  
Research strategies and data collection 
The project seeks to understand the making of identity of a collectivity in order to 
understand how a collective identity was formed based on the interactions between members of 
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the given society. The qualitative research makes it possible to look at the situation from the view 
of cultural and social rules. Taking into consideration that one of the main chosen ontologies is 
constructivism, it is kept in mind that the reality conducted throughout the process of the 
qualitative research is not a given reality but rather a product from the chosen theoretical 
position. Furthermore, most of the empirical material is from documents, also defined as 
standardized artifacts (Flick, 2009, p. 255). Additionally, even though the chosen strategy was 
qualitative, it was also found necessary to use a considerable amount of quantitative data, solely 
to make a broader understanding of the subject at some points of the project. 
In this project both primary and secondary sources are used in the data collection. The 
primary source is from interviews with experts. However, before classifying someone as an 
expert, one must clarify what is meant by this term in the specific context. In this specific case, 
the experts were chosen with emphasis on their competencies and knowledge in the field, 
therefore the persons' careers, educations and competencies within the field of interest, namely 
the European Union and Turkey were crucial factors when finding the experts that was suitable 
for exactly this project. Furthermore, due to the project having a deductive approach, the aim of 
the expert interview was to gain more knowledge about the problem investigated. This was found 
useful, in terms of getting closer to a verification or falsification of the project's hypothesis 
(Flick, 2009, pp.165-166). In this project, the research fields are Turkey and the European Union, 
which is the reason for interviewing Daniela Kuzmanovic and Claus Juul Nielsen. 
Daniela Kuzmanovic is a social professor in modern Turkish studies. Daniela works at the 
Copenhagen University, KU, in the department of Cross-Culture and Regional Studies. She 
works in the field of political culture in Turkey and both her master and PhD were related to 
Turkey. Moreover, she has a background in anthropology, culture and cultural studies. At the 
moment her focus is on civil society in Turkey (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). 
Claus Juul Nielsen is an expert in the European Union. He used to work as the Danish 
Ambassador in various countries such as Poland, Hungary, Croatia, and Iran. During his time in 
office, he also worked with the European Union in regard to the economics aspect. He has an 
extensive knowledge about the function of the EU as well as its legislations (Juul Nielsen, 2013, 
Appendix). 
In order to prepare the interviews with the experts Daniela Kuzmanovic and Claus Juul 
Nielsen, there are various important factors that needs to be taken into consideration. First of all 
it is beneficial to get knowledge in the field and know which problems one wants to investigate 
Page !  of !11 74
Group 6 - 2013 Project 3rd Semester                                                                                             
before conducting the interview with the experts. Secondly, it is important to have an interview 
guide that consists of questions, which were useful in gaining relevant knowledge from the 
experts and furthermore would be helpful in keeping the experts on track (Flick, 2009, pp. 
167-168). 
The interview style applied is semi-structured interviews. A semi-structured interview is a 
method of research in the social science. During a semi-structured interview, the interviewers 
might have new ideas and questions according to the information provided by the interviewees 
(Flick, 2010, p.156). Semi-structured interview is useful when the interviewers have only one 
opportunity to conduct the interview and therefore wish to get all relevant and necessary 
information as much as possible. 
First of all a list of questions was sent to the interviewee and during the interview questions 
were made, which had the same focus on the topic. In addition, semi-structured interview is 
differentiated from structured interview by allowing new questions and ideas to be brought up 
during the the interview as a result of what the interviewee is saying. Thus the interviews with 
the two experts were open even though a list of questions were given in beforehand and it was 
now possible to examine the topic more in depth and makes it more flexible  . The carrying out of 4
the expert interviews was conducted in several steps. First the experts received their questions in 
advance. Secondly, an oral interview was done in person, where they received the planned 
questions as well as additional questions. Moreover, the interviews were recorded and then 
transcripted. 
When it was chosen to conduct the interview, both the advantages and disadvantages that 
the interview may bring to the project were kept in mind. Firstly, it is essential to be aware of the 
risk of selecting certain points of the interviews that the researcher finds more relevant than other 
parts and thereby excludes certain elements of the data. To be able to sort out the information 
that had been gathered, the interviews were recorded and then later on transcripted by all the 
group members. This step made it easier to engage in a discussion about the content of the 
interview as well as to pick out the most relevant details for the analysis. In addition, it is crucial 
to acknowledge that the experts might only have one point of view of the problem since they 
only know about one specific field. 
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On the other hand, most of the gathered material comes from secondary sources, such as 
academic books and articles. For the theoretical framework, the book  Clash of Civilizations and 
the Remaking of World Order by Samuel Phillips Huntington (1996) were chosen in order to 
examine the clash between Western civilization and Islamic civilization. In addition, the theory 
National Identity and the idea of European Unity by Anthony Smith, taken from the official 
papers prepared for the International Affairs volume 68 in 1992, have been applied in order to 
identify and analyze the distinctiveness between Eastern and Western European identity. For the 
historical analysis, the book ‘Turks Today’ by Andrew Mango (2004) was used along with the 
book  EUROPA. Fra fortid i splittelse til fremtid i fællesskab by Jean-Baptiste Duroselle (1990). 
Since both Europe and Turkey have a long historical background, it is essential that the project 
consists of a considerable amount of historical background in order to analyze the Turkish and 
the European identity. In details, the history of Europe along with the identity of its citizens since 
the beginning of Christianity as the official religion in Europe and the history of Turkey began 
with the Ottoman Empire in the end of the 13th century will be included (Duroselle, 1990). From 
these mentioned books,an establishment regarding the differences in the Turkish and the 
European identity was made in order to argue on the incompatibility between Turkey and 
Europe, from which an analysis of the area of research was made. One of the disadvantages of 
using secondary sources is that the information that was gathered already had been interpreted 
and made so it fit in with the authors’ specific mind-set. Therefore, to be able to grab a full 
understanding and thus interpret it into the point of view of the project is challenging. Another 
disadvantage is concerning the reliability, validity and the authenticity of the data, which is not 
always transparent. Keeping this in mind, the author and the name of the publisher of each and 
every book have been checked. In terms of online data, articles from unreliable websites were 
carefully avoided and information was only gathered from official websites of government, 
universities and well-known online newspapers (Flick, 2009, pp. 257-258). 
  
Limitations 
The theory The Clash of Civilizations is very broad as it contains several aspects regarding 
civilizations in the new modern era and can therefore be applied to any project concerning 
civilizations. Thus, this paper has deliberately chosen to only focus on some parts of the theories 
to specify and get deeper into the case. Regarding Huntington's theory,  in this project it has been 
centered on two specific civilizations which is the Islamic civilization and Western civilization. 
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These are found relevant to the subject due to the focus that have been put on Turkey and the 
European Union. Additionally, the theory of national identity National Identity and the Idea of 
European Unity, does not provide a specific definition of Western and Eastern European identity 
except for the emergence of the two identities and their central concentration. It could have made 
a stronger theoretical framework if there had been found materials that would provide the project 
with a theory about the Western and Eastern European identity in detail. It is important to 
emphasize that the project might have turned out differently if another theory was chosen, since 
another theory could have pointed out some different aspects. Furthermore, when it was chosen 
that religion and culture is the underlying reason for the European Union’s reluctance to accept 
Turkey’s EU application, the project was limited to the sociological and political approach. 
However, the religious and cultural aspects are considered being a critical point that the Union 
refuses to bring up in their official discussions. Therefore, by focusing on the mentioned area, the 
topic was narrowed down and thereby enabled the researchers to engage deeply in the subject in 
order to establish a concrete conclusion.  
Neoliberalism was chosen as an international political theory rather than the realist theory, 
since the realistic approach does not recognize international organizations, such as the European 
Union, as actors in the international society. The limitation of using neoliberalism as a theory in 
this project is that it does not take into consideration the sovereign state’s intention of gaining 
power, which would have been the focus, if the project used the realist theory. If the project had 
investigated the accession from Turkish point of view, it would have been interesting to 
investigate Turkey’s intentions regarding a membership in the European Union. Whereby the 
realism theory would have been a better choice than the neoliberalistic theory.  
Taking other aspects into consideration, qualitative data are interpreted differently since the 
researchers of this project are social-constructed and thereby have different perceptions of the 
reality. The meaning of the qualitative data are therefore social-constructed and hence it might 
not be possible for the researchers to end up having a mutual truth, since it will, in the end be 
each of the researchers personal version of the reality. Furthermore, the authors of the different 
sources have presented their perception of the reality, which will affect the project's perception 
and thus needs to be taking into account (Flick, 2009, p. 94). Moreover, the project is using 
secondary sources, which limits the project in many different aspects. First of all, secondary 
sources might be outdated or inaccurate. Moreover, the data from the source can be either limited 
or exaggerated. Another aspect to take into consideration is that the information given in the 
sources might be vague. All of the mentioned limitations have been taken into account and 
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overcomed by checking the publishing date on articles, journals and the official websites that 
have been used. Likewise, many of the information have gathered been crossed checked and 
thereby been deemed valid.  
!
!
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Theoretical framework 
!
National identity 
Anthony D. Smith is a Professor Emeritus of Nationalism and Ethnicity at the London 
School of Economics, and is considered one of the founders of the interdisciplinary field of 
nationalism studies  . Since the process of European integration began, there has been an issue 5
concerning whether an unification can be created within Europe and its multiple identities. 
Anthony Smith takes up the question from the standpoint of his work on nationalism. Identity of 
an individual or community is used as an answer given to the question “Who are you?” 
Accordingly, most of the answers may be about personal self-perceptions of individuals which is 
entitled as personal identity. Personal identity is usually situational as the individuals identify 
themselves and are identified by others in different ways depending on the situations (Smith, 
1992, p.59)  . On the other hand, collective identity tends to be persistent, and it may be described 6
as cultural identity or national identity. “It is less subject to rapid changes and tends to be more 
intense and durable” (Smith, 1992, p.59). The concept of national identity is abstract and 
complicated. For a nation, national identity is reflected in many dimensions such as the territorial 
bound of separate cultural populations in their own homelands, the shared nature of origin and 
historical memories of the community, the common bond of a standardized culture, a common 
economy and territorial mobility, and common legal rights and duties for all members of the 
collectivity under common laws and institutions (Smith, 1992, p.60). In assumption, national 
identity is fundamentally multi-dimensional. However, human beings retain a multiplicity of 
allegiances in the modern world, thus they have multiple identities. These identifications may 
strengthen or cross-cut national identities. For example, some collective religious sentiments can 
strengthen a sense of national identity (Smith, 1992, p.59). 
A sense of collective European identity is supplemented by the need to differentiate 
European with outsiders. However, which characteristics is European identity supposed to 
consist of? How should European be defined? 
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Despite of having a merely clear geographical border, Europe can be divided into two main 
models of the nation that emerged out of different historical contexts, which is Western and 
Eastern. The first model, Western, emerged out of the Western absolutist states whose rulers laid 
the foundation for the nation. Meanwhile the second model, Eastern, arose out of the situation of 
incorporated ethnic communities, whose intelligentsia's sought to liberate them from the 
restraints of various empires (Smith, 1992, p.61). The Western model of the nation has the 
tendency to prioritize national territory, a common system of regulations and institutions, 
equality of citizens under a democratic political system and the importance of a mass culture 
bringing the citizens together. In contrast, the Eastern model was deeply engrossed in ethnic 
descent and cultural ties. In another word, it emphasized the folk element and the activation of 
the people through a revival of their native folk culture in languages, religions and rituals.In sum, 
the idea of the nation is fundamentally cultural and is to embody a common culture and a 
common social will in a community (Smith, 1992, p.61). 
Despite Europeans differ among themselves in respect of language, law, religion, territory 
and economic, there are shared political traditions, religious and cultural heritages. Smith argues 
that those shared traditions and heritages does not constitute a unity in diversity, the official 
European cultural formula, but a family of cultures in Europe. Without these shared 
characteristics, there cannot be a collective identity within Europe. For example, there is a clear 
sense that Europeans perceive themselves as being non-Muslims due to the long history of 
Europe’s resistance to Arab and Turkish Muslim through the Ottoman Empire’s chronicles in the 
past has left a strong impact in the memories of all Europeans (Smith, 1992, p.69). In the Middle 
Ages, Christianity was the main defining characteristics of European identity as it embraced 
most nations in Europe (Öner, 2006, p.25)  .  7
In sum, the subjective perception and understanding of the communal history and shared 
heritages by each generation of every nations in Europe is a defining element in the concept of 
cultural identity, and hence of more specific European identity. 
  
The Clash of Civilizations 
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Samuel Phillips Huntington was an influential political scientist from the US, whose work 
covered several subfields of political science. He gained extensive prominence through his Clash 
of Civilizations thesis of a post-Cold War new world order  . His book The Clash of Civilizations 8
and the Remaking of World Order is not intended to be a work of social science but meant to be 
an interpretation of the evolution of global politics after the Cold War. Thus it aspires to 
represent a paradigm of how to perceive global politics that will be useful for scholars and 
policymakers (Huntington, 1996, p. 13). 
  
The new era in world politics - the shift  to 'Multi civilizational world'  
He attempts to explain the above by dividing the world order into three parts: The West and 
the Rest1920, The Cold War World: 1960s and The World of Civilizations: Post-1990 
(Huntington, 1996, pp. 22-27).  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Map 1.1 (Huntington, 1996, pp. 22-23)  and Map 1.2 (Huntington, 1996,  pp. 24-25) 
Map 1.3 (Huntington, 1996, pp. 26-27) 
!
!
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For more than a hundred years ago, the nation states of the West; Britain, France, Spain, 
Austria, Prussia, Germany, the United States and others, constituted a multipolar international 
system within Western civilization, where they interacted, competed and fought each other. At 
the same time these countries expanded and colonized other civilizations, thus they had crucially 
influenced all other civilizations (Map 1.1).  
During the Cold War, global politics became bipolar and the world was divided into three 
parts: the Free World, the Communist Block and the Unaligned Nations . The Free World was 
characterized as the most wealthy and democratic societies that was led by the United States. 
They were in an intense ideological, political, economic and at times military competition with 
the poorer communistic societies led by the Soviet Union. Most of their conflicts occurred 
outside the Free World and the Communist Bloc in the unaligned nations’ territories (Map 1.2). 
Finally, there is the multi-civilizational world, where the nation states’ role in world affairs 
were shaped by the exercise of power and wealth. Nevertheless, it is shaped by the cultural 
preferences, commonalities and differences. The tripartite grouping of the states from the Cold 
War era is no longer the essential but rather the world's seven major civilizations (Map 1.3) 
(Huntington, 1996, p. 21). 
  
The concept of civilization(s) 
Human history stems from the history of civilization. According to Huntington it is 
impossible to perceive the development of humanity in other terms. The story stretches from the 
ancient Sumerian and Egyptian to Classical and Mesoamerican to Christian and Islamic 
civilizations and finally to Sinic and Hindu civilizations. The history of civilizations has 
provided the broadest identification of people. The idea, or the term civilization was developed 
by French thinkers in the eighteenth-century as the opposite of barbarism. It was civilized 
societies that differed from primitive societies as they were urban, literate and settled. To be 
civilized was positive, to be uncivilized was negative. Hence, the concept of civilization 
provided a standard on how to judge societies and during the nineteenth century Europeans were 
strict and elaborated criteria on whether a non-European society could be accepted as a part of 
the European-dominating international system or not. However, the way people spoke of 
civilization started to change and shifted from singular to plural. From having a confined 
perception of the ideal, single standard for what was civilized, it was moved over to a broader 
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perspective where there are many civilizations. Each society was civilized in its own way 
(Huntington, 1996, pp. 40-41). 
To further examine the concept of civilization, it is according to Huntington defined as 
being the  broadest cultural entity. Civilization and culture has a link in which they both refer to 
the overall way of life. They both contain values, norms, institutions, modes of thinking and 
common worldviews created that are based on the historical whole (Huntington, 1996, p. 41). 
Nevertheless, it is important to be aware that civilizations have no clear-cut boundaries and no 
precise beginnings and endings. The people will keep redefining their identities that will over 
time lead to changes in the composition and forming of the civilizations (Huntington, 1996, p. 
43). The international system, throughout the history has contained at least twelve major 
civilizations in which seven do not exist anymore. The five left are the Chinese, Japanese, Indian, 
Islamic and Western civilizations. In the contemporary world it is possible to add the Orthodox 
Latin American and the African civilizations (Huntington, 1996, p. 43). However, on map 1.3, 
Huntington divides the civilizations more detailed into seven; Western, Latin America, African, 
Islamic, Sinic Hindu, Orthodox, Buddhist and Japanese. 
!
The Islamic and the Western civilizations 
Only the Islamic and Western civilizations will be elaborated as they are the core in this 
project and thereby what is being examined. In terms of the Islamic civilization it is stated that 
this consists of many distinct cultures or sub-civilizations within Islam including Arab, Turkic, 
Persian and Malay (Huntington, 1996, p. 45). The Western civilization is usually dated as 
emerging around A.D 700 or 800 and are having its major components in Europe, North 
America, Latin America plus other European settler countries such as Australia and New Zealand 
(Huntington, 1996, p. 46). 
!
The world is experiencing a clash of civilizations due to the multi-civilizational world 
order that we are living in nowadays. Conflicts between cultures in the international sphere 
concentrates more on the diversities of religion, history, language and traditions. All of the major 
civilizations are different and see themselves as independent and morally superior (Huntington, 
1996, p. 304). In addition, in Huntington’s opinion, it is not possible to have multiple cultures 
existing side by side in a globalized world, due to, as he emphasizes religion having a central 
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place when characterizing a civilization. “The great religions are the foundations on which the 
great civilizations rest” (Huntington, 1996, p. 47). Four of the world religions; Islam, 
Christianity, Hinduism and Confucianism are associated with the major civilizations. Especially 
the Islamic civilization is a challenge when it comes to interactions with the dominating power - 
the Western civilization (Huntington, 1996, p. 102). Muslims have achieved, in the late years 
simultaneously, a massive number of muslims have started to increasingly use Islam as a source 
of identity, meaning, stability, legitimacy, development, power and hope as in the slogan “Islam 
is the solution”. This Islamic Resurgence is the latest phase in the Islamic civilization and it 
embodies acceptance of modernity but reject the Western culture, which will be elaborated 
further, later in the project (Huntington, 1996, p. 109). 
  
Neoliberalism 
Liberalism, as a theory in international politics, first of all is regarding how the world 
progressed. The main argument used is, if all countries have democracy with shared common 
values it would be the foundation for a peaceful world where no wars would take place. 
Opposing to realism, it is believed that in the world of liberalism, states and people are rational. 
When the values built on the same interests and humans are rational, people will not compete 
with each other. Globalization has made it easier for liberalism and democracies to spread all 
over the world; for example the free liberal trade market is global, almost no states can survive 
without being a part of this market and thereby have to adopt some of the liberal values. This 
acknowledgement of the global world is named sociological liberalism, which is a strand of 
neoliberalism. Neoliberalism shares the same ideas as liberalism, but is more seen as a process 
whereby liberalism refers to an ideology. The neoliberalism emerged as a result of the 
globalization (Jackson & Sørensen, 2013, p. 46). 
Furthermore, the neoliberal theorists' Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye developed this idea 
of sociological liberalism, as they argued for a complex interdependence that exists between 
Western states. This concept means that various connections between states and societies exist 
because they all share the same political conviction and democracy. This form of neoliberalism is 
called interdependence liberalism which states that when there is a high degree of 
interdependence, states will often establish international institutions in order to deal with 
common problems, e.g. the European Union that deals with common activities and issues for the 
member states. This form of neoliberalism is defined as being institutional liberalism by the two 
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theorists Robert Keohane and Oran Young. There exist a fourth strand of neoliberalism called 
republican liberalism, where Michael Doyle argues for a democratic peace that is based on three 
pillars: peaceful conflict resolution between democratic states, common values among 
democratic states and economic cooperation among democracies (Jackson & Sørensen, 2013, pp. 
47-48). 
The relevance of this theory in the project should be found in the battles fought between 
Islam and Christianity throughout the years. In addition the concept of eurocentrism will be a 
supplement to this theory in which helps to understand the relation between the European Union 
and Turkey.  
The Western civilization is formed by Christian values and the Islamic civilization is 
formed by Islamic values. Both parts have difficulties in making compromises with each other. 
The reason for this is due to their historical roots. As Europe progressed it began to feel superior 
as it experienced scientific progress and gained more power (Duroselle, 1990). The Islamic part 
of the world also perceive themselves as the ones with the right perspective of the world  and 
cannot compromise with non-muslims as they have  detailed written laws that must be followed 
within their religion. The two parts can therefore not reach a compromise. In all this theory is 
used in order to show that if the European identity is unable to compromise when it comes to the 
structuring of a society as according to this theory the Western will strive to spread its values also 
to the Islamic part of the world.  
!
Eurocentrism 
In prolongation of neoliberalism, the use of eurocentrism can be applied to further build on 
the European Union's perception of the Turkish nation and its role in the European society, as 
this practice of viewing the world is from a European centered or rather Western-centered 
perspective. To briefly introduce the concept, which is from the theory of postcolonialism, it is 
about the belief of preeminence of Europe and the Europeans, especially in relation to historical 
or cultural influence. Thus it might provide the project with an explanation on how and why 
there are some EU member states which do not fully agree on having Turkey as a part of their 
Union (Jackson & Sørensen, 2013, pp. 239-241). 
!
Secularism 
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It is essential to take into account the perceived definition of the term secularism in this 
project. What is secularism? Secularism, which is a removal of the domination of religious 
authority from diverse spheres of society, is the key constitutive category of modernity; 
politically it means the separation of religion and politics (Berger, 1973). European secularism 
emerged as a solution to the war of religions in Europe. However, as Atatürk pushed to 
westernize Turkey, he looked to France for idea, since his second language was French and he 
grew up reading the works of nineteenth-century French intellectuals (Cagaptay, 2007, p.8)  . As 9
a result, inspired by France, one of the core elements of Turkish secularism is laïcité, or laicism, 
which indicated the absence of religious involvement in government affairs as well as the 
absence of government in religious affairs (Berkes, 1998). The definition of laicism is more 
specific than secularism, since laicism is practiced only through preventing religious influence in 
the spheres of education, economics, family, dress code, and politics. Any group or individual 
that attempts to create or engage in religious debates in the public institutions, including the 
parliament, could be banned or excluded from the modern society (Cagaptay, 2007). Talking 
about Turkey and its political system, the media and government officials have the tendency to 
bring in the word secularism, thus it comes to an agreement that using secularism in this project 
while it carries the meaning of laicism will be easier for the readers to understand. It was found 
relevant to mention this detail due to how the Western civilization acknowledge secularism as an 
element of a modern word. On the other hand, in Islamic civilization, it is impossible to 
completely separate religion with the society since it is a part of their identity. 
  
  
!
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Historical background 
!
History of Turkey 
Turkish identity 
The Ottoman Empire emerged in the end of the 13th century and consisted of many areas 
which are today a part of Europe and finally became "one of the largest, most powerful and 
longest-lasting empires in the history of the world" (Briney, 2013)  . It existed in the areas of 10
Turkey, Egypt, Greece, Bulgaria, Romania, Macedonia, Hungary, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria 
and parts of the Arabian Peninsula and North Africa. Moreover, the Ottoman Empire was 
successful and powerful due to it having a organized military and a centralized political structure. 
However, the empire's power declined in the 18th century. From that point its territory was 
reduced and thereby came the formation of the country today known as Turkey (Briney, 2013). 
The Ottoman Empire took place in a period which is known as the Period of Great 
Expansion. During this period over ten different European and Middle Eastern states were 
included in the empire. The main concern for other countries were that the Ottoman Empire was 
fast-growing in terms of size and power, while the other countries were lacking behind, being 
weak and unorganized (Briney, 2013). 
In the history of the Ottoman Empire, there were three essential conditions of how to 
define an Ottoman which is "to serve the state, to serve the faith and to know the Ottoman 
Way" (Stiles, 1989, p. 10). The first condition meant to work for the government in a position of 
civil or military responsibility and prestige; the second condition meant to be a Muslim and the 
third condition meant to have a full understanding and knowledge about the High Islamic 
traditions. In addition it involved compulsory education in the entire sphere of the Muslims 
civilization and culture and was also developed over the centuries (Stiles, 1989). During the 
Ottoman Empire the nationality of people was recognized as Ottoman but also contained sub-
identities as Turks, Greeks, Armenians, Jews, Bulgarians, Albanians, and so on. Specifically, 
Turks were defined as the people who spoke Turkish and maintained the customs rooted in the 
Turkic tribes. The concept of the Ottoman nationality was developed to unify ethnically and 
religiously diverse tribes by the Ottoman sultan (Baran & Zeyno, 2010). However, identity was a 
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complex concept during the Ottoman Empire since the elites divided all ethnics in Turkey into 
political groupings according to the division of Islam, for instance Sunni and Shiite (Baran & 
Zeyno, 2010). Therefore, Turks were identified as Muslims in the eyes of their rulers and of their 
enemies, but not necessarily in their own eyes (Mango, 2004, p. 20). 
After its victory of massive expansion into Europe, the Ottoman Empire suffered a stinging 
military defeat at European hands in Vienna in 1686. By the late eighteenth century, the Ottoman 
dynasty and elite conceded to Western superiority, coming to the conclusion that “the only way to 
defeat Europe was by becoming European” (Cagaptay, 2007, p.5). Thus secularism is the 
solution to “Westernize” the country. The foundation of Turkish secularism therefore lies in the 
Turks’ historical willingness to associate themselves with the West (Cagaptay, 2007, p.5). 
Secularism in Turkey is the result and the cause of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk’s reforms carried out 
mainly during the 1922 – 1935 period under the Ottoman Empire. A group of elites consisted of 
bureaucrats and army officers, led by Atatürk, sought for secularism “as a modernizing principle 
as well as a progressive idea that covering not only political and governmental life but a whole 
social and cultural milieu which was, in its very nature, dominated by superstitions, dogmas and 
ignorance” (Daver, 1962, p.29)  . Their purpose was not to attack the faith of Turkish people in 11
Islam but rather to reform Islamic thought. Thus to bring an end to the supremacy of religious 
officials and finally aim to create a secular state, a series of radical reforms were initiated in the 
aim to secularize the state with the most important reform implemented in 1928, where the 
Turkish parliament eliminated the declaration of “the state’s religion is Islam”  from the 
constitution (Daver, 1962, p.32). Atatürk defined Turkish identity as every person who is a 
citizen of the Turkish Republic in which the national identity has to include religion and ethnic 
division of the people (Baran & Zeyno, 2010). Atatürk’s ambition was to modernize the Republic 
of Turkey in terms of making a distinction between an Islamic state and a secular democracy 
which protected individual rights through established institutions. In his belief, the process of 
Westernization was essential for Turkey since it would place Turkey in its rightful place among 
civilized nations (Baran & Zeyno, 2010). 
Additionally, one of the most significant reforms during the process of secularizing Turkey 
was the establishment of a system of secular schools throughout the entire country with the ban 
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of religious education in public schools. However, it was a challenging task for Atatürk since he 
wished to improve the poor and unstable economy as well as the educational system (Mango, 
2004). Atatürk's ambition was to emphasize the relationship between the economy and the 
quality of education since at that time the connection between educational attainment and 
economic development was not acknowledged even though no one denied it. The educational 
development does not depend simply on the number of graduates, but on the quality of the 
education they have received and the relevance of subjects they have studied (Mango, 2004, p. 
161). Therefore, Atatürk put a lot of efforts into developing the scientific education in which he 
established a system of secular schools as his reason was to prepare the students for a modern 
life but also to guarantee a certain quality of their education. In his vision, the educational system 
should focus on the scientific development and excluded religious aspects in which reflected in 
his conviction that ‘‘the most genuine guide in life is science’’ (Baran & Zeyno, 2010, p. 25). 
Moreover, to keep a stronghold of national feeling, Atatürk replaced Arabic with Turkish as the 
official language when he continued the construction of Turkish identity on various other aspects 
in Turkey society (Mango, A., 2004, p.253)  
After the death of Atatürk in 1938, things have changed. Secularism  in Turkey became 
unstable. One of the main controversial conflicts between the Republican People’s Party, which 
started secularism, and the newly created Democrat party, was the role of religion in Turkish life. 
Atatürk’s reforms have divided the Turkish population into two parts in which on one side people 
believe that the reformation is a positive change whereas on the other side people are not 
satisfied due to the lack of freedom in religion. Various problems regarding the Turkish identity 
stems from the separation of state and religion.  However, despite these challenges Turkey now 
has a more stable political system (Mango, 2004). 
A new political leader, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, came into power in November 2002 and 
became the Prime Minister of Turkey. His ambition is to successfully achieve an European 
Union membership for Turkey, therefore his first and most immediate task was to make and 
secure a date to begin membership negotiations with the EU (Mango, 2004, p. 234). This has led 
to various discussions in both the Turkish parliament and the Turkish society due to there being 
many different positions regarding the accession and the consequences of it. The Turkish Armed 
Forces, with its mission recognized in article 35 of the Internal Service Law of the military as 
“guarding and defending the Turkish republic as defined by the constitution,” generally believe 
that the Turkish EU membership is a part of Atatürk's reforms (Cagaptay, 2007, p.9). While the 
Turkish Armed Forces is perceived as the guardian of Turkey's secularism, the European Union 
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is seen as a the guardian of democratic values and human rights (Mango, 2004, pp. 183 & 234). 
Moderate Islamists sees the Turkey's EU membership as a way of gaining more freedom in 
religion. Moreover, the Kurdish community in Turkey, which contains the largest concentration 
of Kurds in the world, is passionate about the acceptance of Turkey in the European Union 
(Mango, 2004, p.209). This is due to the political criteria of the Copenhagen criteria of "respect 
for and protection of minorities"   since the Kurds argue that they are being suppressed in the 12
Turkish community (Mango, 2004, pp.207-211). On the other hand, Turkish nationalists believe 
that Turkey will lose its power and sovereignty if joining the European Union since they believe 
Turkey will disintegrate if it accepts the membership terms. 
  
History of Europe 
European identity 
The change of religion in the Roman Empire happened around the fourth century. The 
Emperor of that time, Constantine, won a big battle and believed that it was Jesus Christ who 
was responsible for said victory (Mark, 2011)  . Thereafter, Christianity, defined as Roman 13
Catholicism, was made the official religion in the Roman and Byzantine Empire. It was now 
proclaimed that there was only one true God and not several as it former was believed. 
Throughout the years, heathen worship was outlawed and temples, which before had been 
reserved for their formal religion Hellenistic Greece, were converted into Christian churches all 
over Rome. In the early Middle Ages the religious life of Europe centered around the fostering of 
Christianity and benefitting from the ideology it promoted (Smith, 2005, p. 219). One important 
factor to notice, is that there at no point had been made terms or agreements on what and how 
Christianity should be adapted in the different areas, so in the early Middle Ages there was not a 
standardized definition (Smith, 2005, p. 223). Later on, around the ninth and tenth century, the 
rulers of Denmark, Poland, Bohemia, Iceland and Norway all converted to Christianity (Smith, 
2005). 
Page !  of !28 74
!  Europa, 2013. Accession criteria (Copenhagen criteria). <Available at http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/12
glossary/accession_criteria_copenhague_en.htm> (Last accessed December 15, 2013)
!  Mark, J.J., 2011. Roman Empire. Ancient History Encyclopedia. United Kingdom. <Available at http://13
www.ancient.eu.com/Roman_Empire/> (Last accessed November 2, 2013)
Group 6 - 2013 Project 3rd Semester                                                                                             
Battles between the Christian Empires and the non-Christian Empires have always taken 
place throughout history. It is seen that the Byzantine Empire in 634 AD, was overwhelmed by 
Muslim Arabs who won the battle and lost many territories to different Islamic conquerors 
(Kaegi, 1995). Some individuals in Armenia under the Byzantine rule had a wish to shift to the 
Islamic side, since they did not agree with the Christian view of life (Kaegi, 1995). “The arrival 
of Arab conquerors bringing the new religion of Islam into the Asian and African provinces of 
the Byzantine Empire both helped harden the conceptual boundaries between religious and 
treaty altered the geographical ones” (Smith, 2005, pp. 220). These areas included North Africa 
since the seventh century, who had been incorporated to fit the Islamic community, as well as 
Spain in 750 AD and Sicily in 840 AD (Kaegi, 1995). 
In 1100 and 1200 the Christianity had its golden age. The Pope started to make reforms 
that gave him the power over the church which should be above the emperors . The arguments 
used for this claim was, the doctrine of the two swords, “so give the emperor what belongs to the 
emperor and give God what belongs to God" (Duroselle, 1990, p.135). This conflict continued 
until 1250, but ended up giving the Pope the victory. Furthermore in these centuries, numerous 
battles between the Christian and the Islamic societies occurred. The Muslims were from the 
Christians point of view perceived as being Wild Ottomans, infidels, beasts from the East and 
Barbarians. The Pope therefore wanted the people to make crusades to the Muslims countries, 
which took place several times. This meant that there were a lot of battles and general fights in 
this timeframe. This characterized the sphere within Europe, and helped to shape the Christian 
identity that stemmed from the Roman Empire. Furthermore due to the loath against the Muslims 
an alliance between the two societies were not seen until late 1500 agreements between the king 
of France and the Turks (Duroselle, 1990). 
In the Christianity’s golden age, another movement happened, which were the creation of 
the universities, since beforehand this education were given in the monastery schools, but the 
education were not taken seriously enough and additionally it was found important to give an 
education that was independent of the bishops. The evolution of the learning facilities was a 
craving for freedom, which is a characteristic feature for the European identity. These 
universities were in the beginning European common institutions with Latin as the common 
language, but later became more more independent and thereby nationalized (Duroselle, 1990, p.
148). Overall, Christianity had a huge impact of the forming of Europe, where the church tried to 
civilize Europe from within the society and which lead to changes in all the Christian countries. 
For instance, the women had been suppressed before 900s but there was a slow evolvement of 
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female rights in the terms of marriage, family and education. Furthermore, the church sought to 
cleanse the society and  made among other things inquisition courts, which purpose was to find 
and punish heretics. The church gained a lot of power and were misusing it by for instance, 
making it possible for people to shorten their stay in purgatory by paying to the church. Despite 
the Christianity having its golden age, a conflict between sense and faith emerged, due to people 
getting educated at the universities and thereby became critical to some of the priests statements 
(Duroselle, 1990). 
A crisis took place in the church. It was not because people became less religious, but due 
to the structure within the church. “This crisis resulted in a strengthening of the states and the 
national church was founded despite of the universal Christian spirit" (Duroselle, 1990, p.176). 
In 1500 a revolution in church occurred. Martin Luther founded Protestantism, since he 
perceived the Catholic Church as being greedy and having a wrong approach to Christianity, 
which caused people to turn from Catholicism to Protestantism. This lead to a reformation in the 
Catholic church. Furthermore, the bible was translated to German which made it available for 
common people, which led to different interpretation of it and therefore different approaches to 
the religion, since it beforehand only was available for people who had been taught the original 
language (Duroselle, 1990). 
Europe experience a great deal of reformations between 1763 and 1848. The one that really 
had an impact was the French revolution, which occurred  in 1789, since in this period the 
principle of the revolution expansion was acknowledged. This phenomena means that a country 
that has experienced a revolution wants to spread these values to others (Duroselle, 1990, pp. 
245-254). 
The Ottoman Empire attacked Eastern Europe and began a large invasion of their territory. 
Moreover, the Europeans experienced more crisis in 1300 and 1400, involving black death, 
hunger and an economic crisis. Europe did however overcome this and started to progress 
scientifically and did finally win a battle against the Ottoman Empire in late 1500, which let 
them take the lead. Concerning the former the Europeans started to perceive experience as the 
way to gain knowledge. Inspired by the Arabs, Europe became the leading civilization in this 
field and did expand oversee which strengthened its superiority. This feeling of superiority 
continued throughout time (Duroselle, 1990). It led to the civilizations’ mission, where Albert de 
Muns had a theory about the duty of the superior race and Jules Ferry, they have the duty to 
civilize the lower races (Duroselle, 1990, pp. 377-340). 
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Europe has been under a long evolution. However, the term Europe has not always existed. 
The first thought about a joined community after the Roman Empire, where in the 1300s, where 
individuals started to focus on more than just religion, namely forming communities. Discussions 
about a joined Europe powered by the Empire and not the Pope as former thought took place. It 
led to the creation of the Empire Federation in the 1400s, where the countries worked together 
across the national borders. Europe was under the renaissance considered being a family, 
meaning that even though the European states, despite of quarrel and disagreement, would still 
stick together (Duroselle, 1990). However, in terms of turning Europe into a unity,  it could not 
be done by the means of force, but had to be done by making agreements among the states in 
order to succeed as a unity. An example of why this was not a possibility was demonstrated 
under the leadership of Napoleon who tried to do this by force (Duroselle, 1990, p. 281). 
It was stated by Robert Lopez that there were three different major pillars that defined the 
European culture; namely Rome, Christianity and Greece (Duroselle, 1990, p. 159). It was said 
that Rome had had a major influence on the identity of Europe due to their institutions and laws, 
which formed the core structure of everyday life in Europe. Christianity was believed to have a 
great importance due to the fact that it gradually soaked into the depth of the soul and therefore 
resulted in all individuals being equal before God (Duroselle, 1990). For instance, it was stated 
by a Pope in the 1500s that Christianity is equal Europe (Duroselle, 1990, p. 200). Greece was 
considered being important, since they perceived the human as a reference system where the 
mind is able to allocate and store important knowledge (Duroselle, 1990). 
Furthermore Voltaire made a statement about Europe’s common identity “Europe's people 
have specific fundamental rules for humanity cases which you are searching for in vain in other 
parts of the world; they are very closely related to each other and have almost the same laws; 
their citizens travels all the time and ties mutual knots” (Duroselle, 1990. p. 238). 
In the end of the 1700s, a specific discussion took place about creating an European 
Community. As stated before, Europe could only function as a unity willingly. This was not the 
case in the 1800s where the positive processes of each state throughout the continent created 
rivalries and fueled the nationalism that had been growing strongly since the 1700s (Duroselle, 
1990). Luis diez del corral, who was Ortega Y Gasset’s student, described this process of Europe 
as a unity “Our history has from its earliest beginning been a pendulum movement between 
isolation and universalism” (Duroselle, 1990, p. 344). Before and during the First World War, 
1914-1918, several happenings took place, which defined the identity for each country in 
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Europe. The nationalism continued to grow, which divided Europe into two opposing 
associations. It additionally lead to an escalation, where thinkers tried to develop the community 
spirit in Europe, which did not succeed (Duroselle, 1990). Furthermore, there were at the same 
time created two systems, consisting of economical, political, social and ideological believes that 
questioned the democratic triumphal progress, named bolshevism and fascism (Duroselle, 1990, 
p. 364). The European Balance was defined as being guidelines that would prevent a monarch in 
gaining too much power, to an extend that would affect the daily freedom of the European 
citizens. However the European Balance broke down and the First World War began. After the 
ending of the World War, Europe was in ruins. Soon after the Second World War began, which 
took place in the years 1939 to 1945 (Duroselle, 1990). 
!
The European Union 
In this section the focus will be on the European Union. Firstly, a short introduction of the 
origins will be made which explains and unfolds the history of the Community to the Union. 
Secondly, the enlargement of the Union will be described in order to clarify the different 
enlargement rounds. Lastly, the values and rights of the European Union will be given, which 
helps One to get an understanding of the ethical principles in the EU as well as the required 
implementation it gives to Turkey. 
  
The history of EU enlargement 
The European Coal and Steel Community started up in 1951 with the Treaty of Paris in 
order to maintain peace as a primary goal and objective after the Second World War (Fontaine, 
2010, p.11). Later on, in 1957, the Treaty of Rome was signed. This Treaty created the European 
Economic Community, EEC, and the European Atomic Energy Community. The EEC has since 
evolved into a wider common market that covers both goods and services (Cini, 2007, p.2). 
Common policies which focused on trade and agriculture were set up during the 1960s. Further 
on, the custom duties between the original member countries were abolished in 1968. In 1973, 
when Ireland, Denmark and the United Kingdom joined the EEC, new environmental and social 
policies were introduced. The European Regional Development Fund was set up in 1975. The 
first elections to the European Parliament was held in June 1979. Since then it was an agreement 
that these elections should be held every fifth year. When the enlargements of the EEC began, 
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where Greece, Spain and Portugal joined, it was in this enlargement round found necessary to 
implement more regional aid programs (Fontaine, 2010, p. 12). 
In 1986, the Single European Act was signed. Its objective was to add new momentum to 
the process of the European construction so as to complete the internal market  . After the fall of 14
the Berlin Wall in 1989, it led to the unification of Germany in 1990. Following was the spread 
of democracy in central and Eastern European countries as they moved away from the Soviet 
Union, in which ceased to exist in 1991 (Fontaine, 2010, p. 12). In the meantime, the Maastricht 
Treaty was signed which added intergovernmental cooperation to the existing Community 
system thus created the European Union, EU. 
On 1st January 2002, the euro replaced the old currencies of twelve EU countries and 
thereby created the euro area (Fontaine, 2010, p. 13). The Treaty of Lisbon came into force in 
2009 and amended previous treaties. Moreover, it gave the European Council a permanent 
President and created a post of High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy. 
In the rounds of accession, the tendency is to put countries into groups based on their 
geographical position. In each round of enlargement, different challenges occurred. Additionally 
during this process, each country has its own set of challenges. During the negotiations the 
countries get individual information regarding political and economic interests and have different 
effects on both the Union and the member states. Some of these enlargement rounds have been 
harder and more challenging than others. There are four enlargement rounds with the 
enlargement considered being the so far most challenging for both the European Union and the 
new member states is the Eastern enlargement, due to it leading to extensive changes for all 
parties (Cini, 2007, p. 227). 
The Northern enlargement happened in 1973. This accession round process laid the 
foundations for the upcoming rounds. The process of accession was characterized by unequal 
roles between the EU and the applicant countries, due to the latter having to adapt to the 
accession requirement or risk an exclusion, and therefore had a weaker position than the former 
(Cini, 2007, p. 227-228). 
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The next enlargement was the Mediterranean, this round consisted of two stages, the 
accession of Greece in 1981 and the accession of Spain and Portugal in 1986. Turkey had also 
applied in 1959, but its application was suspended due to its military intervention in 1970. The 
new member states in this enlargement all had new democracies, therefore an EU membership 
was considered being a political and symbolic significance for them. Additionally, this 
membership included the countries in a democratic union that requires a democratic commitment 
from its members. However, the main effect that the new member states had on the EU was the 
financial one, due to the countries having a lagging economy and not being net contributors to 
the EU budget. The third enlargement was the European Free Trade Association, EFTA, 
enlargement in the 1995. This round is considered being the least complicated due to the 
countries being wealthy established democracies (Cini, 2007, p. 228). 
The most complex accession round was the Eastern enlargement since it implied the 
dealing with the collapse of communism, new democracies and new security concerns after the 
end of the cold war. This enlargement did like the Mediterranean take place in two stages, the 
first one, in 2004, included Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
Slovakia and Slovenia. The second in 2007 consisted of Bulgaria and Romania. (Cini, 2007, p. 
228). The application procedure of membership has changed, but during the Eastern enlargement 
the EU did still have an unequal relationship between the candidates and the EU. However, it 
was found important to introduce more requirements, a better staging of the accession process 
and policy instruments which purpose is to support the extensive domestic reforms requested of 
the candidate countries (European Commission, 2013)  . 15
When assessing new members, the European Union has established a comprehensive 
approval procedure. This process is essential since during this procedure, investigations will be 
made whether the candidate country can fulfill the standards and requirements of a membership 
or not. Firstly, the country should be able to comply with all the EU standards and rules. 
Secondly the country’s membership must be accepted by all the EU institutions and EU member 
states as well as the applicant country’s citizens permission to this membership, which is given 
through either the parliament or by a referendum. If a country wishes to apply for an European 
Union membership, it is stated, by the treaty of the European Union, that every European country 
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is allowed to apply for a membership on condition of a respect for the democratic values of the 
EU and a commitment to promote them (European Commission, 2013). 
Furthermore, in 1993, the Copenhagen Criteria was made and is perceived as being the key 
criteria for accession. The first step for a country to make in order to be admitted is to meet the 
three criteria. First of all, the country must have stable institutions that guarantees democracy, the 
rule of law, human rights and protection of and respect for minorities. Secondly, it is required to 
have a functioning market economy and the capacity to cope with both competition and market 
forces in the EU. Thirdly, it must be able to take on and implement effectively the obligations of 
membership, which includes adherence to the aims of political, economic and monetary union 
(European Commission, 2013). 
  
The values of EU 
The European Union consists of countries defined as liberal-democratic, acting throughout 
an institutionalized system of decision-making. Its values are based on democracy and focused 
on some general principles of social justice and human rights (Cini, 2007, p. 2). Furthermore, 
these values also include the promotion of social justice and protection as well as the fight 
against social exclusion and discrimination. Peace and wellbeing of the individuals plays an 
important role as it is a part of the fundamental rights for every individual living in the Union. 
When living in the European Union one has the right to travel, work and live anywhere within it. 
One can move freely within the European Union and its borders, excluding some few countries 
(Fontaine, 2010). 
The Treaty of Lisbon  has become an important guideline of these before mentioned values 
and the European Union has therefore made a catalogue of political, civil, economic and social 
rights, which is called the Union law and all of these are legally binding on the Union and its 
member states. In the Union law, six headings have been listed which all have been 
acknowledged as fundamental rights: dignity, equality, freedom, justice, solidarity and 
citizenship. Furthermore, the Charter of Fundamental Rights from 2000 contains subjects such as 
data protection, bioethics and a well-functioning, democratic and loyal administration. The 
Charter contains articles on the right to life and human dignity (Fontaine, 2010). Moreover, 
another moral standard contains steps to outlaw discrimination in regard to both gender, color 
and race (Fontaine, 2010). 
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Becoming an EU member 
Turkey as a candidate 
The collaboration between Turkey and the European Union was earlier based on the 
structure of an Association Agreement, known as the Ankara Agreement, which was made on 
12th September 1993. The agreement allowed Turkey to buy and sell goods and agriculture 
products with and within the EEC countries without any limitations. Moreover, the aim of the 
Ankara Agreement was to bring Turkey into a Custom Union with the EEC, which eventually 
could turn into an EU membership (Delegation of the European Union to Turkey, 2013)  . 16
Furthermore a Customs Union agreement was signed in 1995 between the European Union 
and Turkey, and allowed the latter to interlink its economy with the EU. The Luxembourg 
Council summit declared that Turkey was eligible to become an EU member in 1997. In 1999, at 
the Helsinki Council summit, the European Union officially gave Turkey the Candidate status. 
However, the country still has to meet political and economic conditions. The negotiation of 
membership began 3rd October 2005. The first chapter of the acquis that was open for 
negotiation was chapter 25, namely Science and Research. It was closed on 12th June 2006. 
Even though formal negotiations began between Brussels and Ankara, 2006 was a challenging 
year in regard to the negotiations between Turkey and the European Union. In June 2006, the EU 
Presidency requested Turkey to follow the Customs Union requirements, which concerned an 
opening of its ports to Greek Cyprus, it was stated that a failure to comply would affect the 
negotiating process (Delegation of the European Union to Turkey, 2013). 
In September of 2006, the Committee on Foreign Affairs made a report on Turkey’s 
accession, in which the European Parliament criticized Turkey. The findings in the report showed 
that the reform process in the country had been slowed down, especially the chapters regarding 
freedom of expression, protection of religious and minority rights, law enforcement and support 
for the independence of the judiciary. Consequently, Turkey was urged to implement the reforms. 
The accession negotiation during the 2007-2011 period has not brought Turkey closer to the 
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European Union due to a mixed sense of direction and little accomplishment (Delegation of the 
European Union to Turkey, 2013)  . 17
!
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Analyzing chapter 
The first aspect of the analysis is concerning the political and cultural differences between 
the Western civilization and the Islamic civilization, which in this case is the differences between 
European Union and Turkey. It leads to the second part of the analysis where the consequences 
of a hypothetical Turkish accession will be clarified. 
  
Turkey and Europe 
Due to its special geographical location where Europe meets Asia, Turkey is said to be the 
bridge that brings the two continents together. Nevertheless, it is also a land torned between East 
and West which has led to the so-called identity crisis, where Turks ask themselves the question 
if they are the members of the West or East, as Europeans or Easterners (Waxman, 1997, pp. 
2-3)  . The nature of Turkish national identity lies at the heart of the discussion of the Turkish 18
Republic both in the past and present. 
First of all, Turkey today is a secular country. The foundation of Turkish secularism as 
mentioned in the historical background of the project lies in the Turks’ historical willingness to 
associate themselves with the West, but also to break up with a multinational, multilingual and 
multicultural Ottoman Empire (Cagaptay, 2007, p. 5). Secularism in Turkey is the result of 
Atatürk’s reforms which were carried out mainly in the 1922-1935 period under the Ottoman 
Empire as he sought to liberate the state from religion and establish a more concrete identity for 
Turkish people. This fits to Smith’s theory of National identity and the idea of European unity in 
which he describes the Eastern model of Europe as it arose out of the situation of incorporated 
ethnic communities, whose elite sought to liberate them from the restraints of various empires 
(Smith, 1992, p. 61). One of the key factors that should be taken into account is that the driving 
force for Turkish modernization has been the state elite while the mass population remained 
silent partners and passive recipients of the messages advocated by the narrow governing clique. 
The government as a state institution and actor in Turkish political life has remained prominent 
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(Johansson-Nogués & Jonasson, 2011)  . Hence Turkish secularism is a top-down process  that is 19
characterized as a project rather than a process. As a consequence, Turkish national identity is 
therefore viewed as being a purely alien and artificial construction to the Turks. It is argued that 
without the spread of secular values based on the ideas of human individuality and self-
determination as well as the participation of the Turkish society, this top-down secularism 
process has isolated Turkish Muslims by excluding not only political but also social expressions 
of Islam, for instance, the ban on headscarves in public institutions, especially in universities 
(Buhari-Gulmez, 2013)  . With its failure to firmly take root within the large Turkish society, the 20
identity of Republican Turkish was too synthetic and too superficial to provide a sustainable 
national identity for its citizens. Rather it suppressed other identities which in this case is 
religious identity (Waxman, 1997, pp. 5-8). “The Kemalist elite [Kemal Atatürk’s supporters] 
and their reforms have corrupted Turkey and have pushed Turkey into the wrong direction from 
what it more naturally belongs” (Daniella, 2013, Appendix). In terms of the 2010 reform 
package, the Constitutional Court has admitted that constitutional reform must be achieved 
through a broad consensus to avoid unnecessary tension and heavy damage in Turkey’s society 
(Johansson-Nogués & Jonasson, 2011, p.125). 
Smith states in his theory that religious sentiments can strengthen the national identity. 
Thus in this case, in order to strengthen national feelings, after the death of Atatürk, Islam has 
been frequently used by Turkish politicians to promote nationalism and to gain public support. 
The emergence of a more Islamic-oriented elite was the result of an expansion of religious 
education in Turkey when the Democrat party came to power in 1950 after winning an election 
with most of the votes from conservative, rural areas. The Democrats extended the number of 
religious institutions in order to increase the training of religion. Accordingly, religious education 
was extended from primary school to secondary school. All Muslim children were introduced to 
receive religious instruction automatically unless they had a written request from their parents 
saying that religious education was unnecessary. Taking into consideration the fact that no 
parents in Turkey would dare to state explicitly that they did not want their children to receive 
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such education, religious instructions became virtually compulsory (Daver, 1962, pp. 32-34). 
Many of the graduates of these schools later studied at the university and thereby the expansion 
of religious education produced increasing numbers of religion-oriented university students, 
especially in the fields of political science and public administration. Turgut Özal, who was 
prime minister (1983-1993) and later president (1991-1993), is an epitome of the new Islamic-
oriented elite that emerged during the 1980s. He made an emphasis on Islam as an essential 
element of Turkish national identity “Our state is secular. But what holds our nation together, 
what serves in a most powerful way in our national cohesiveness and what plays the essential 
role is Islam” (Waxman, 1997, pp.14-17). In a report prepared for the military regime in 1983, 
the State Planning Organization suggested the reintegration of Islamic values into public 
education in order to strengthen national unity. In an effort to counter the numerous social, 
economic, political and ethnic divisions, the state elite and its policy stressed Islam as the 
common denominator among the various groups in Turkish nation thus emphasized Islam as 
being a central element of the Turkish national identity (Waxman, 1997, p. 19). 
Secondly is the concern about the religious component and its effect on Turkish 
secularism. While the Kemalists elite is eager to associate Turkey with the West, it is Turkey’s 
religion that points to the East (Küçük, 2011, p. 17)  . Perceiving Islam as a potentially 21
threatening force which could prevent the modernization process, the Kemalists sought to banish 
Islam from the public sphere through secularism. However, the secularism process in Turkey was 
not totally excluded the religious components. Throughout the Republic’s history, it has 
maintained a complex and dynamic relationship with Islam. For example, the founding character 
of the Turkish Republic referred to those “Muslims who form one nation” or to “all Islamic 
elements of the population” (Waxman, 1997, p. 9). Accordingly, the critical question here is 
about the relationship between Turkish identity and Islam. Since more than 99 percent of the 
Turkish population is Muslim[18], Islam has played a significant role in Turks’ spiritual life. 
Moreover, Islam is perceived by many as being an essential component of Turkishness (Waxman, 
1997, p. 4). Keeping this in mind with Smith’s assumption in his theory that collective religious 
sentiment can strengthen a sense of national identity, it is believed that Islam did play an 
essential role in the official construction of Turkish national identity. The fact that Islam made an 
impact on Turkish national identity is revealed in Republican regulations concerning 
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immigration and naturalization, for instance Article 4 of the Law of Settlement stated that “only 
those who belong to Turkish ethnicity and culture would be permitted to settle permanently in 
Turkey” (Waxman, 1997, p. 10). Accordingly, the government regarded Albanians, Bosnians, 
Torbes, Pomaks, and Montenegrian Muslims as culturally Turks but excluded the Gagauz Turks 
of Moldovo, who had converted to Orthodox Christianity; “it is impossible to make non-Muslims 
sincere Turkish citizens” (Waxman, 1997, p. 10). Non-Muslims are usually referred to as Turkish 
citizens or a minority person but not as Turks. There is a strong connection between being Turk 
and being Muslim, as for many Turks “the values, norms and morals associated to being a 
Muslim are important in their life’s orientation and also important for the way in which they feel 
their society should be defined” (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). This, in fact, can be reflected in 
Smith’s theory when he remarks that the Eastern model of Europe was deeply engrossed in 
ethnic descent and cultural ties. In other words, it emphasized the folk element and the uniting of 
the people through their native culture, language, religion and ritual (Smith, 1992, p. 61). In sum, 
Islam is inseparable from the cultural life of Turkish Muslims. 
To continue with the argument about the discrimination of the non-Muslim population 
within the Turkish society, perhaps the most disreputable example of official prejudice against 
non-Muslim citizens of the Republic was the Capital Tax of November 1942 in which religion 
and ethnicity were the criteria that determined how much tax a person had to pay, where non-
Muslims paying up to ten times as much as Muslims. “I would say the practices of regulations 
have a tendency to discriminate non-Muslim population definitely” (Kuzmanovic, 2013, 
Appendix). It is important to emphasize the fact that discrimination against non-Muslim Turks 
takes place within the Turkish Muslim population themselves. Even though Republican Turkish 
identity was supposed to exclude religious component, at a fundamental level, then, even during 
the Republican period, Turkish identity could not escape its religious basis thus Islam is a central 
component in the definition of a Turk (Waxman, 1997, pp. 11-14). 
As Smith remarks the national identity “tends to be persistent, and it may be described as 
cultural identity”, therefore it leads to, on one hand that the Turkish national identity could be 
perceived as being their cultural identity and, on the other hand that Islam was playing an 
important role in creating cultural Muslims’ society in Turkey (Smith, 1992, p. 59). Thus, it can 
be concluded that Islam contributes to the construction of Turkish national identity. The 
relationship between Islam and national identity is therefore apparent. 
!
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While Islam is believed to be the main component of Turkish national identity, Christianity 
is said to be the foundation for the European identity. Many aspects of the history have defined 
the identity of the Western society, which are among other things Greece, Christianity and Rome. 
Therefore it is unique to see the heritage of Europe that have stretched from the ending of the 
Roman Empire to the Enlightenment in the 17-18th century and continues to this day[19]. All 
these common experiences going from the feeling of cohesion between many Western countries, 
due to Christianity and solidarity, to the formation of a joined political community, and later 
union, have affected all Europeans. “Christianity in Europe is therefore first and foremost a 
civilizational idea, political culture and lifestyle. It is, in short, all-encompassing” (Bekemans, 
2008)  . Moreover, as mentioned in the theory of Huntington about Clash of Civilizations, the 22
Western civilization was formed by Christian values while the Islamic civilization was formed by 
Islamic values. Christianity was widely diversified through the Western world but later on when 
it came to the East, where Islam was the main dominating religion, it encounters difficulties and 
resistance thus a clash of civilizations was created between the Western civilization and the 
Islamic civilization. Both religions have difficulties in agreeing and compromising with each 
other as each of them perceive themselves as being superior (Huntington, 1996). 
In Smith’s theory, the Western model of Europe emerged out of the Western absolutist 
states whose rulers unintentionally helped to establish the conditions for a concept of the nation . 
The Western model of the nation has the tendency to prioritize national territory, a common 
system of regulations and institutions, equality of citizens under a democratic political system 
and the importance of a mass culture bringing the citizens together (Smith, 1992, p.61). The 
identity of the Europeans can therefore be said to be either political or cultural compared to the 
Islamic identity that is political, cultural and religious all in one and cannot be separated. 
Firstly, the political identity is built from common institutions and organizations. The 
political identity is often perceived as being the most important aspect of a European identity as 
well as  the justification and explanation that the European Union is presenting when dealing 
with accessions and new memberships. This is also demonstrated when the EU expert Claus Juul 
Nielsen argues that “the basic things the foundations of these constitutions [have in common] are 
more or less the same” (Juul Nielsen, 2013, Appendix) which again backs up the fact that the 
principles of the constitutions in most of the European countries are based on the same common 
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institutions. Taking into consideration the diversifying of the liberalistic values, the main 
important liberalistic values include democracy, equality, freedom of religion, civil rights, 
freedom of the press, free trade and free property have spread to other civilizations several times 
in the past (Heywood, 2007, p. 45). One example of this is the Cold War, where the civilizations 
were separated between the West and the East. When the Berlin Wall fell, the liberalistic values 
of the West spread to the otherwise communistic East. Europe and its values can thus be 
compared to many aspects of neoliberalism and its view of the world, since the idea of a free 
market and alliances of equality have been an essential and dominating component in multitude 
Western civilizations in order to create a society in which the people can stand together and share 
common ethical principles. It can therefore be concluded that the Western civilization has a 
liberalistic world view, since Europe in general looks upon these liberalistic values as the correct 
and ideal way of living (Jackson & Sørensen, 2013, pp. 100-101). Keeping this in mind, in fact, 
Turkish secularism and the reforms that took place is said to be first of all fostered by Atatürk’s 
ambition of leading Turkey into Europe and secondly to be later on triggered by the European 
Union (Johansson-Nogués & Jonasson, 2011). According to eurocentrism, the members of 
European Union perceive themselves as being superior, since they regard their values and ways 
of life as being ideal and therefore do not want to compromise or include any dissimilarities from 
other civilizations (Jackson & Sørensen, 2013, pp. 239-241). 
Secondly is the cultural identity of Europe. It is often said that one can have the European 
Union, or any community in Europe with only liberalistic values; the moral, cultural and 
historical identity points in another direction. There are indeed shared political traditions, as well 
as religious and cultural heritages. Smith argues that those shared traditions and heritages 
constitute not a unity in diversity, the official European cultural formula but a family of cultures 
in Europe (Smith, 1992, p. 69). The cultural identity is based on cultural values which come from 
the religious beliefs of the citizens. Christianity and its values have laid the foundation for the 
Europe that is known today and “if Christianity goes, the lot goes.”   Therefore the main 23
important historical characteristic of European cultural identity is that of Christianity. While 
saying “all our different religions come from Christianity; we have the same God” ( Juul Nielsen, 
2013, Appendix) However the Europeans still perceive Turkey as the ‘Other’, in terms of the 
historical, cultural and religious aspect (Østergård, 1998, p. 146). There is a clear indication that 
Europeans see themselves as non-Muslims (Smith, 1992, p. 69). This lead to the beginning of 
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modernity where the separation between Islam and Christianity was replaced by the division 
between civilization and nature  , meaning Europe looked upon Islam as something wild, 24
uncivilized and untamed, whereas they saw Christianity as the more controlled, cultivated and 
educated counterpart. These historical events, both in terms of religion and the liberalistic values 
of the West, have led to Europe of today as well as the European Union. Europe was indeed 
formed based on the values of Christianity and by using the Christian way of thinking it has been 
able to spread its values to other civilizations. Europe of today can be described as a “political 
entity, a global actor and a commercial force in the World with its own currency [...] it is an 
autonomous entity somewhere in between an international organization and an association of 
States” (Bekemans, 2008). 
In sum, the key elements  which constructed Turkish identity differently from European 
identity is believed to firstly be its long historical root, which was explained above in the 
historical background of the project, and secondly its religion. Moreover, the two civilizations do 
not share the same historical memories and the common culture. Back in the history, the Muslim 
Ottoman Empire led a fierce war against Christian Europe for approximately 450 years. This 
event is fixed not only in the collective memory of Europeans but also in the memory of the 
Turks. Even though this may be dismissed as a historical event, it still does not change the fact 
that there has never been a long-lasting political union across these two civilizations (Küçük, 
2011). In the case of Turkey’s membership, after the country has mostly fulfilled the Copenhagen 
economic and political criteria, opponents to Turkey’s membership have started to base their 
arguments on cultural identity in regard to Turkey where it is perceived as a country whose 
“Islamic outlook on humankind distinguishes it from Christian Europe” (Küçük, 2011, p. 14). 
Jörg Haider, the leader of the Austrian Freedom Party, posed a rhetorical question: “For what 
reasons did our ancestors defend our country against the Turks if we are now letting them in 
again?” (Küçük, 2011, p. 16). In addition, in the opposition to Turkey’s EU membership, Frits 
Bolkestein, the European Union Commissioner responsible for the Internal Market, declared that 
if Turkey accedes to the European Union, then it means that the efforts of the German, Austrian 
and Polish troops that resisted the Ottoman Turks’ siege of Vienna in 1683 would be in vain. In 
this sense, it was similar to the remark made by the Convention president Valéry Giscard 
d'Estaing in November 2002 “Turkey’s membership would spell the end of the European 
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Union” (Müftüler-Baç, 2004)  . Perhaps one of the most remarkable statement regarding Turkish 25
identity and its relation to religion is from the first president of the European Council, Herman 
Van Rompuy. In the Belgian parliament in 2004 he said in his speech that “Turkey is not a part of 
Europe and will never be part of Europe. An expansion of the EU to include Turkey cannot be 
considered as just another expansion as in the past. The universal values which are in force in 
Europe, and which are also fundamental values of Christianity, will lose vigor with the entry of a 
large Islamic country such as Turkey” (The Guardian, 2009)  . Thereby a concrete conclusion for 26
this issue regarding the Turkish identity and the European identity could be formulated as the 
cultural Muslims hardly have a place in the society of the cultural Christians. It is thereby indeed 
a challenging task for the European Union to absorb a culturally different country like Turkey. 
  
Official reasons - Copenhagen criteria 
In order to get a membership in the European Union, a country must be assessed on three 
aspects which are known as the Copenhagen criteria. The first condition is the political criteria, 
which states that the country must have stable institutions, which guarantees democracy, rule of 
law, human rights, and respect for minorities. The second condition is the economic criteria, 
which states that the candidate country must have a functioning market economy and the 
capacity to cope with competitive pressure and market forces within the Union. Finally the third 
condition, that requires that the candidate country is able to take on all the obligations of the 
membership, devotion to the aims of political, economic and monetary union, known as the 
acceptance of the Community acquis  . The political dimension is concerning the negotiation 27
process in which Turkey has been assessed by the EU out from the rule of law, human rights and 
democracy. Accordingly, Turkey had undergone an array of reforms as early as 1959, where 
Turkey applied for the first time to the European Economic Community, EEC. As a result, the 
country is said to be “sufficiently fulfilling the political aspect of the Copenhagen criteria” 
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according to the European Commission in its Progress Report on Turkey in October 2004  . 28
Furthermore, the Turkish fulfillment of the economic criteria was already noted in their Progress 
Report of November 2006, which is supported by Kuzmanovic who states “if you look at the 
Copenhagen criteria [in] the economics part [...] Turkey is ready to go”, which indicates that 
Turkey met one more requirement of the Copenhagen criteria  . In 2002 Copenhagen summit, 29
the European Council stated: “If Turkey fulfills the Copenhagen criteria, the European Union 
will open accession negotiations without delay.”   As a result, the European Council decided to 30
open the negotiations process with Turkey on October 3, 2005  . The negotiation process entails 31
that a country which wants to seek a membership in the European Union, has to negotiate with 
the European Council about the 35 chapters, also known as the acquis. Each of the chapters will 
be opened for negotiation and must be closed when both the European Union and the candidate 
country have reached an agreement. The first chapter, which was labeled as Science and 
Research, was closed on June 16, 2006. Nevertheless it took several years before the negotiating 
process concerning another chapter began  During the meeting of the EU General Affairs 
Council in 25 June 2013, a decision was made in which they decided to open chapter 22 on 
regional policy and coordination of structural instruments with Turkey  . However it was not 32
technically opened until November 5, 2013. The European Council opened 14 chapters; 4-Free 
Movement of Capital; 6-Company Law; 7-Intellectual Property Law; 10-Information Society and 
Media; 12-Food Safety, Veterinary and Phytosanitary Policy; 16-Taxation; 18-Statistics; 20-
Enterprise and Industrial Policy; 21-Trans-European Networks; 22- Regional policy and 
coordination of structural instruments; 25-Science and Research; 27-Environment; 28-Consumer 
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and Health Protection; 32-Financial Control of the 35 chapters     . To sum up, only one out of 33 34
these 14 chapters was closed, namely the Science and Research chapter  . 35
The most important thing about the Copenhagen criteria is that the accession is depending 
on the candidate countries meeting all the mentioned criteria. However, according to Yasar Yakis, 
who is a member of Turkey’s European Union Affairs Committee, Czech Republic did not 
completely fulfill all the requirements in the Copenhagen criteria as the country was granted an 
EU membership  . It was stated in the Progress Report of the Czech Republic as “although 36
negotiations with Czech Republic continues for two years the government has not fulfilled the 
Copenhagen criteria” which can be understood as a country does not necessarily have to 
conform all of the Copenhagen criteria before the accession since“a complete fulfillment will 
occur after accession” (Oktay, 2009). Another example is Bulgaria in which tourists have to give 
their passport to the host, when the host brings the passport to the police where they keep the 
documents until the tourists leave the country (Oktay, 2009). This practice of Bulgarian 
legislation could be considered as a violation of the human rights and yet Bulgaria is still a 
member of the EU  . In terms of the accession Romania and Bulgaria, Kuzmanovic explains that 37
their acceptance in the EU was due to “where these Eastern European countries joined the EU 
[...] it was also negotiated that Bulgaria and Romania should eventually join. [It was 
completely] a question of politics, of securing that none of the existing EU members started to 
veto the extension of  EU in 2004. And in order for these vetoes not to happen […] these Eastern 
block countries like Hungary, Slovakia or Czech Republic should join well then […] eventually 
Bulgaria and Romania should join too” (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). Moreover, Cyprus did 
not fulfill the Copenhagen criteria but yet still became a member of the EU. Right before joining 
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the EU in May 2004, Cyprus had encountered a serious violation of human rights, specifically in 
regard to the freedom of speech, since the government was accused of scaring the people in the 
days preceding the Cyprus referendum on the Annan plan  . “They are not honest. They are 38
using scare tactics on the civil service too. A lot of public officials are too intimidated to speak 
out [...] Local media and politicians reported that state ministers and officials threatened 
government employees, claiming that if the Annan Plan were to be accepted there would be 
salary cuts, benefit and job losses. Both United Nations and European Union mediators have 
been prevented from exposing their views in private and public media in the South” (CAN, 2004, 
pp. 1-3)  . Kuzmanovic made a comment on the case of Cyprus as she indicated “Cyprus had to 39
join because Greece said that if Cyprus is not joining [they] will veto the extension of Eastern 
Europe” (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). Thus the question to put here is the validity of the 
Copenhagen criteria since the EU uses it as a tool for assessing a candidate country and at the 
moment as a reason to deny Turkey’s accession. “They fulfill the criteria and all these things; it 
is not an issue” (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). With Kuzmanovic’s remark and the given 
examples of other EU member states not fulfilling the Copenhagen criteria before the accession 
yet still becoming an EU member, stating Turkey is not eligible to be a member of the EU it has 
not yet fulfilled all the Copenhagen criteria, is invalid. 
Apparently, it can be argued that it is all about the interests of the EU member states. Juul 
Nielsen claims that “states have only interests [...] if you do not share the same interests, you do 
not have allies” (Juul Nielsen, 2013, Appendix). In fact, the interests of the EU member states 
play a big part in the accession of a candidate country. How did all the countries from the Eastern 
European get the membership except Turkey? One of the primary reasons for the long 
negotiation process of Turkey is according to Juul Nielsen due to the downfall of communism 
and the Berlin wall. It came as a big surprise to every member state of the EU when the Soviet 
Union collapsed which led to new security concerns for the EU member countries. The risks 
were too high as nobody knew what else might happen afterwards to the Eastern Central 
European countries that were then standing alone. The EU was in a rush when giving the ten 
Eastern and Central European countries a full membership since they wanted to guarantee a 
protected line between Europe and Russia, Ukraine and Belarus as soon as possible, as they did 
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not know the intentions of the Russians, Ukrainians and Belarusians federations (Juul Nielsen, 
2013, Appendix). From this point, the Eastern and Central European enlargement process started 
even though the Eastern and Central European countries were not ready for it (Kuzmanovic, 
2013, Appendix). The historical explanation of this enlargement, in sum, was due to the fact that 
after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the EU states’ interests when they all raised the 
same concern about security in Europe and thereby “it makes more sense that Turkey was left 
out, when all the concentration has been on the ten new member states”  (Juul Nielsen, 2013, 
Appendix). Therewith, it shows that the Copenhagen criteria is not the only crucial factors in 
regards to accession. 
In sum, when it comes to the accession of a country, the Copenhagen criteria has to be 
fulfilled according to EU. In terms of the economic criteria it can be concluded that Turkey has 
fulfilled this requirement. This is due to the fact that it is agreed that Turkey has a functioning 
market economy and the capacity to cope with competitive pressure and market forces within the 
Union. Moreover, it has been claimed by the European Union that the political criteria is 
sufficiently fulfilled and that the Turkish democracy is compatible with the European standard 
(Juul Nielsen, 2013, Appendix) (European Commission, 2004). However in terms of the 
fulfillment of the acquis, which consists of 35 chapters, only one has been closed so far and 13 
are under negotiation. Moreover, there are countries that did not fulfill the Copenhagen criteria 
before the accession yet still became an EU member. Furthermore, the reason for the Eastern and 
Central European enlargement is due to the interests of the EU member states themselves 
regarding security concern in Europe from the fall of Soviet Union. Thus the validity of the 
Copenhagen criteria is questionable and therefore lead this project to a constructivist approach. If 
Turkey is almost fulfilling the Copenhagen criteria and are still not accepted as a member, even 
though other countries which have fulfilled less requirements from the Copenhagen criteria have 
been accepted, there must be some underlying reasons which have caused this accession process 
to take this long time. In order to examine this, consequences of an acceptance of Turkey as a 
member state will be analyzed as following. 
  
Consequences of a hypothetical Turkish EU accession 
In order to understand the underlying reasons, it is important to take the hypothetical 
consequences of Turkey’s EU membership into consideration. This is due to the fact, that once 
the consequences of the membership of Turkey in the EU are clarified, EU’s reluctance to 
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approve Turkey’s EU accession will be more comprehensible. Firstly, the economic influence 
will be investigated, afterwards it will be analyzed to what extend the Turkish population can 
influence the voting system. Furthermore it will be examined what impact mass immigration 
have on the EU’s decision-making. Finally, the cultural clash between a Christian Europe and the 
Islamic Turkey will be analyzed.  
While the negotiations between the EU and Turkey are on-going, some EU politicians and 
many EU citizens are cautious about the EU’s Turkish enlargement in the longer term. Worries 
about the accession range from economy, the balance of power in the Union to the fear of 
unwanted immigrant labor. What might actually happen if Turkey becomes a member of the 
European Union? 
In terms of the economic aspect, Daniella Kuzmanovic states that Turkey and the European 
Union are already interlinked (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). Furthermore, the Minister of the 
EU Affairs and Chief Negotiator, Egemen Bagis, supports this argument and remarks that Turkey 
has broken down commercial borders with the European Union, which indicates that the EU is 
having the similar trade relations with Turkey as the EU countries have among themselves 
(Bağış, 2013)  . Turkey as an EU member will not lead to any significant change in the economic 40
structure of the EU according to Kuzmanovic (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). Juul Nielsen, in 
addition, shares the same opinion, as “Germany is the biggest and strongest economy within the 
EU and the euro-zone, this will not change if Turkey becomes a member” (Juul Nielsen, 2013, 
Appendix). This is due to the fact that Germany is the fifth biggest economy in the world which 
has a better GDP growth rate, a lower unemployment rate and a lower inflation rate compared to 
Turkey  . On the other hand, experts perceive Turkey’s economy as a strong but unstable 41
economy due to a declining growth rate which can be caused by an over-regulated labour market, 
high minimum wages, a large unproductive informal sector, low female participation in the 
workforce and poor education  . 42
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A country with a strong economy within the Union will most likely have an influence on 
other member states. For example, in the case of Spain, who is having an economic crisis which 
in turn leads to a decrease in influence in the EU. According to Kuzmanovic, Spain “now plays a 
minor role because of the economic crises so who cares what Spain says about these things 
anymore”, in which she refers to Spain’s support of Turkey’s EU accession (Kuzmanovic, 2013, 
Appendix). Moreover, the accession process has the potential to hugely improve the Turkish 
economy  . In conclusion, when looking at the economic aspect, once Turkey officially becomes 43
a member of the EU, it will be able to have an influence on the decision making in the Union. 
Secondly, is concerning the balance of power in the European Union. It is stated that the 
day Turkey is accepted as a member of the EU, the balance of power in the Union will be 
changed. In order to understand the matter, it is essential to understand how the voting power is 
distributed among the current member states of the EU. As the system is today, each member 
country has a certain amount of points (Cini, 2007, p. 151). 
  
This figure demonstrates how many points each country has in the current system. For 
example; Germany has 29 points and Lithuania has 7 points (Cini, 2007, p. 151). 
  
Germany, France, Italy, UK 29
Spain, Poland 27
Romania 14
Netherlands 13
Belgium, Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary, Portugal 12
Austria, Sweden, Bulgaria 10
Denmark, Ireland, Lithuania, Slovakia, Finland 7
Cyprus, Estonia, Latvia, Luxembourg, Slovenia 4
Malta 3
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In order to pass a bill in the EU, a correlation consisting of at least 255 out of 345 points is 
needed. Furthermore, two third of the member states must vote in favor and the majority that 
passes the bill must represent at least 62 percent of the EU's total population. In November 2014, 
the Qualitative Majority Voting, QMV, will be changed. The new one will consist of two 
threshold requirements. In order to pass a bill, firstly it must be agreed on by at least fifteen 
member states in the EU27 and secondly representing at least 65 percent of the total population 
of the EU (Cini, 2007, p. 151). The QMV system ensures that it is possible to overcome 
resistance from a small number of member states thus EU decision-making becomes more 
successful (Cini, 2007, p. 202). Another aspect that is important to mention in this context is the 
Luxembourg Compromise, which is an intergovernmental agreement between the member states. 
It states that when vital interests of one or more countries are at stake, members of the Council 
will endeavor to reach solutions that can be adopted by all, while respecting their mutual 
interests (Cini, 2007, p. 398). This solution is to prevent small countries from being overruled by 
big states in the European Union (Juul Nielsen, 2013, Appendix). 
Accordingly, Turkey is believed to affect this system since it is a populous country and its 
population will continue to grow. Presently, the population in Turkey is 80,7 million with a birth 
rate at 17.22 births/1,000 population. Thus in a hypothetical EU with Turkey as a member state, 
Turkey will have a powerful vote in the council, since it will represent 13,7 percent of the EU 
population if accepted. In comparison, at the moment, Germany represent 15,9 percent of the EU 
population; nevertheless if Turkey becomes a member of the the EU, Germany will only 
represent 13,8 percent of the total EU population        . These numbers indicate that if Turkey 44 45 46
becomes an EU member state it will get the same amount of votes as Germany, Italy, the United 
Kingdom and France within the current voting system. It shows that Turkey will have a powerful 
role in the European Union. Moreover, in 2035 the Turkish population is predicted to increase to 
96,5 million people, where Germany’s population will be at approximately 76,6 million people. 
This in turns will make Turkey the largest country in the Union and thereby overpass France, 
Britain, Italy, Spain and Germany (Cini, 2007, p. 154). “The system in EU will break down the 
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minute Turkey is entrancing the Union. They will therefore need to change the system completely, 
otherwise Turkey will have too much power within the Union” (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). 
Since it will change the balance of power within the EU, Turkey and its huge population is 
perceived as being an important factor in terms of the accession (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). 
The concern as mentioned above, could according to Juul Nielsen, be lessened if Turkey 
showed a proper attitude. At the moment, Turkey seems displeased about all the requirements 
that EU has given them in which they “will get angry with all the idiotic transactions that we 
forced them to accept” (Juul Nielsen, 2013, Appendix). In addition, Kuzmanovic also remarks 
that Turkish people feel that they are being perceived as second rate citizens and are worth less 
than the other EU member states which has a worse economy, for instance, Romania. This 
perception, despite the fact that Turkey is having a good economy, makes the Turkish society 
even more frustrated (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). Juul Nielsen demonstrates his worry which 
is, once Turkey becomes a part of the EU, they will strive to gain as much power as possible. 
“They will most likely accept nothing less than the same amount of votes as Germany” (Juul 
Nielsen, 2013, Appendix). Since Germany is also a country with a huge population and that also 
have a complex history due to the World Wars, how come they got a membership in the EU? 
According to Juul Nielsen, it was due to the fact that Germany has entranced the Union with 
humility and has throughout the history earned respect from the other EU member states. Which 
resulted in Germany, becoming an important and respected member state in the European Union. 
In addition he argues that “Germany has learnt to live with us and we have learnt to live with 
them. But it is not necessarily the case with Turkey. So there is a worry” (Juul Nielsen, 2013, 
Appendix). 
Another aspect that is important to include when talking about the consequences that 
would occur if Turkey becomes a member of the EU is the dread that a mass immigration from 
Turkey to the EU member states will take place. At present, The Turkish citizens need a visa in 
order to travel to an EU country. This state should be changed according to Egemen Bagis. 
Egemen Bagis argues that there is no need for these restrictions and it is a wrong assumption that 
there will be a mass immigration from Turkey to the European Union as soon as they have 
removed the visa restrictions (Bağış, 2013). In contrast, “many politicians in Europe frequently 
speak of the “invasion” of immigrants from Turkey, when they publicly debate Turkish EU 
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membership” (İçduygu, 2011)   . As mentioned above, Turkey will in the future get the biggest 47
population in the European Union if Turkey’s EU accession is approved. Many politicians 
believe that as soon as Turkey gets EU membership and the borders are open, there will be a 
mass immigration from Turkey into the EU member countries, due to the Turks seeing more 
opportunities there (Huntington, 1996). “With over three million, Turks constitute by far the 
largest group of third-country nationals legally residing in today’s EU” (İçduygu, 2011, p. 2). 
More than one out of three of these are highly-skilled professionals and students which is 
predicted to bring more competition to the labor market in Europe (İçduygu, 2011, pp. 7-9). Even 
though the EU’s member states might find some difficulties while dealing with the Turkish mass 
immigration, it is found that the Turkish young population might prove to be important in the 
future, especially in the context of an aging population in Europe (Lagro & Jørgensen, 2007). 
Furthermore, there are many who fear that the arrival of more immigrants from Turkey might 
lead to a higher extent of social and cultural difficulties. Especially there is a concern about 
Islamization in  Europe due to the fact that the vast majority of Muslims living in Western 
Europe is of immigrant origin. Nearly 20 million Muslims currently reside in the EU member 
states, and as a result Islamic religion now constitute the majority of immigrants and the second 
largest religious group of European society  . 48
In the meantime, despite of all the concerns regarding both the Copenhagen Criteria and 
the long-term consequences that might occur if Turkey gets accepted, Turkey still has supporters 
which consist of United Kingdom, Spain, Italy, Hungary and Ireland; on the other hand the main 
opposition of Turkey’s EU membership consist of France, Austria and Germany. Looking at the 
Euro barometer, which shows how many percent countries are for and against the Turkey’s EU 
accession, there are 70 percent from France, 74 percent from Germany and 80 percent from 
Austria (International Studies Perspective, 2008, p. 207)  . French President Nicholas Sarkozy 49
claimed that “Turkey’s place is not in Europe”  in which, again, raised a serious question about 
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the real reason for the EU’s reluctance to embrace Turkey (International Studies Perspective, 
2008, p. 201). If it is not due to Turkey’s insufficiency in fulfilling the Copenhagen criteria, then 
what could be the underlying reason?  
  
The underlying reason 
The cultural and religious discussions are essential aspects to take into consideration 
regarding the European Union’s hesitation of granting Turkey EU membership, since as 
Huntington states “cultural conflicts are increasing and are more dangerous today than at any 
time in history […] and future conflicts will be sparked by cultural factors rather than economics 
or ideology” (Huntington, 1996, p. 28). The most dangerous cultural conflicts are said to be the 
ones along the fault lines between civilizations. Turkey, in the middle of the Western civilization 
and the Islamic civilization, with its identity dissimilar to the European identity might cause 
some problematic consequences. 
According to Huntington, culture can be perceived as both divisive and unifying. There are 
people who are separated by ideology but united by culture. Additionally, it is usually countries 
with cultural affinities that cooperate economically and politically. Common culture also 
encourages cooperation among states and groups which share that culture, this can be seen in the 
emerging patterns of regional association among countries (Huntington, 1996, p. 130). 
International organizations based on states with cultural commonalities, as the European Union 
are far more successful than those who believe that looking beyond culture is conceivable. For 
instance, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, that was formed in 1985 
includes seven states in which encompasses Hindu, Muslim and Buddhist, and it has been almost 
impossible to be able to hold meetings. This is due to, as Huntington emphasizes, the challenges 
of mixing cultural and religious values, where the European Union is the product of one common 
European culture. The reason for NATO being successful despite containing different 
civilizations, for instance the Turkish, is among other things due to a common agreement in 
NATO, which is to promote and protect the Western values and ideals. The major differences in 
the development of economy and politics among civilizations are obviously rooted in the 
differences in their cultures. Huntington explains it with an example of East Asia, where the 
reason of their economic success is due to their common East Asian culture, while they face 
difficulties in achieving one stable democratic political system. In the case of the Islamic culture, 
the failure of implementing the Western systems as democracy can clearly be seen in great parts 
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of the Islamic civilization. While the Western Christian legacies are making progress toward 
economic development and democratic politics, the prospects for economic and political 
development in the Muslim republics are bleak as Huntington stated (Huntington, 1996, pp. 
28-29). Thus, the culture is the foundation in the different civilizations which means that one 
civilization cannot just implement its own system in another civilization, as the differences are 
rooted in the core of the history of the society. 
The Iron-Curtain has for forty-five years been the central dividing line in Europe between 
the liberalists and the communists during World War II and the Cold War. Ideologically, that line 
has moved several miles east and thereby has altered into being a separating line of the people of 
Western Christianity on one side with Islam and orthodox societies on the other side. The 
revitalization of religion throughout a great part of the world is what reinforces the cultural 
differences; the values, social relations, customs and overall the outlooks on life is depending 
and differ significantly among civilizations. The question here is therefore, how come the 
religion is an obstacle for Turkey to join the European Union if there is no religious requirement 
in the Copenhagen criteria. Turkey is usually mentioned as a Muslim country. It is essential to 
note that in terms of the religious life in Turkey, Kuzmanovic argues that even though a majority 
of the population are Muslims, it is hard to label Turkey as a Muslim country, since this 
definition indicate that Turkey is similar to other Muslim countries which still includes religion 
in their political life, which they are not (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). Until the fall of the 
Ottoman Empire in the 1920s, the Islamic law had a huge impact in the Islamic Middle East 
countries not only in their social life but also in the political structure. After Atatürk excluded the 
use of Islamic law in the Turkish political system, in the 1920s, religion has not been a part of the 
political life of Turkish the same way as it, for example is in Saudi Arabia which has a political 
system that is still influenced by the Islamic laws  . This separation of religion and state in 50
Turkey could be the reason why Daniella Kuzmanovic perceives the majority of Muslims in 
Turkey as being cultural Muslims (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). 
However this perception is not a common agreement due to the fact that Islamic 
fundamentalist movements have been strong in the more advanced and seemingly more secular 
Muslim societies, thus having a secular Turkey might in the closer future get a religious 
resurgence as the youngs are perceived as being religious while their parents are perceived as 
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secular. The increasing negativity toward other countries and groups is taking place as Turkey 
experiences considerable internal conflicts related to the ongoing tensions between the country’s 
secular establishment and followers of the ruling, Islamic-oriented Justice and Development 
Party, AKP. A survey from 2006 shows that 51 percent of the Turkish people consider themselves 
first of all as being Muslim rather than Turkish, while 19 percent identify primarily with their 
nationality, and 30 percent of the volunteers think of themselves as both. This represents a 
significant change from just one year earlier, where only 43 percent identified themselves 
primarily as Muslims. Although the percentage of Turks saying they have a very or somewhat 
favorable opinion of Muslims has varied only slightly over, the number of Turks saying that they 
support a Muslim identity has increased from 66 percent in 2004 to 74 percent in 2006  . The 51
result of this movement is that Turkey today is becoming more religious. And, unlike the days of 
Turkey’s founder and first president Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, it is less inclined in looking for 
solutions from the West[54]. It can be reflected in Huntington’s theory when he remarks that the 
new generation of leaders that take over as the youth bulge ages will not necessarily be 
fundamentalist but will be much more committed to Islam than their predecessors (Huntington, 
1996, p. 121). 
Additionally, in terms of a combination of democracy and Islam, Kuzmanovic argues that 
Turkey is an example of how to implement democracy while being a country with an great 
Muslim population. She states that, in contrast to the former argument, that Turkey will not turn 
into an Islamic state due to a stable parliamentary system that was established by the Turks 
themselves (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). Claus Juul Nielsen supports this argument and 
insists that the Turkish government is compatible with the European Union. Furthermore, despite 
the new government being more conservative, Kuzmanovic states that she does not see the 
possibilities in which Turkey is turning into an Islamic state. She argues “I see them doing 
exactly as what we suppose they would do. Namely promoting conservative religious values 
taking over power in the way that all political parliaments have done throughout Turkish 
history” (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). In terms of the European Union some perceive it as 
being a Christian Club and therefore will an accession of a country with an overwhelming 
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Muslim population be problematic (BBC News, 2006)  . In addition Huntington states that 52
European powers do not want a Muslim state, Turkey, in the European Union and are not happy 
about having a second Muslim state, Bosnia, on the European continent (Huntington, 1996, p. 
126).  However, when Turkey discuss the EU accession, religion is not the concern but rather 
what the Union and its members think of them. This is due to Turkey perceiving itself as being 
secular and being able to keep religion out of the negotiations, which is a view that are not 
shared by all EU countries that are regarded to be more skeptical about Turkey’s negotiation 
process and Turkish secularism (BBC News, 2006). 
As Huntington clarifies, the new world order, the multi-civilizational world, will 
experience conflicts between civilizations. For example in the Yugoslav conflicts, Russia 
provided diplomatic support to the Serbs while Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Iran and Libya provided 
funds and arms to the Bosnians. This was not for ideological or power political reasons, nor 
economic interests, but of cultural affinity and religious similitude. The processes of social, 
economic and cultural modernization in the second half of the twentieth century, where people 
moved from the countryside to the city and got separated from their roots, have had disrupted 
and interrupted the identity in which have caused the death of religion. However “all religions 
furnish people with a sense of identity and a direction in life” and thereby the global religious 
Islamists was revived (Huntington, 1996, p. 97). This statement by Huntington supports the 
theory of Smith when he claims that religious component can strengthen the national identity. It 
is more broadly as Huntington emphasizes, the revival of religion is a reaction against 
secularism, moral relativism and self-indulgence (Huntington, 1996, p. 98). It is here important 
to understand the Western culture which, according to Eurocentrism, perceive itself as being the 
best option and therefore it will not compromise with the values it aims at spreading. However 
the Western values are getting rejected in various ways especially by the Islamic civilization 
where the world is witnessing the end of the progressive era and is dominated by Western 
ideologies. The world is now moving towards an era in which multiple and diverse civilizations 
will interact, compete, coexist and accommodate each other (Huntington, 1996, p. 95). This 
global process has occurred due to the revival of religion, as Huntington emphasizes. Many parts 
of the world and most notably in the Islamic countries generated in large part by their economic 
and demographic dynamism and Turkey is no exception (Huntington, 1996, p. 95). 
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According to Huntington, muslims stress the superiority of their Islamic culture to Western 
culture and are increasingly confident assertive regarding the West. The Muslims want to 
modernize but that does not necessarily mean modernized as it is defined in the Western 
understanding regarding secularism, since they do not need to separate religion and state in order 
to become modern, since “the aim was no longer to modernize Islam but to Islamize 
modernity” (Huntington, 1996, p 96). Thus the term modern is differently understood depending 
on which civilization people are from. According to Huntington, Turkey will never be able to 
fully be a part of the society of the European Union due to the fact that religion plays a big role 
in their society and moreover Islam is not just a religion but a way of life. On one hand, Turkey 
is not aware of that they will not be able to fully subjugate to the EU laws and regulations as the 
religion covers and affects most aspects of the society including politics and the strict legitimacy 
in their country (Huntington, 1996, p. 110). On the other hand, the European Union as well as its 
civilization will become more aware of what they have in common among themselves and what 
distinguishes them from the Islamic civilization. Huntington emphasizes the general opinion in 
the Turkish population as believing that the human rights record is a made-up reason as to why 
Turkey should not join the EU, as the real reason is that they are Muslims, and the European 
Union is Christian. “European officials actually agree that the Union [EU] is a Christian club 
and that Turkey is too poor, too populous, too Muslim, too harsh, too culturally different, too 
everything [...] The West sees no place for a Muslim Turkey within Europe” (Huntington, 1996, 
p.146). This can be seen in many aspects of society, going from the Europeans’ feeling of 
superiority due to the political and cultural identity that additionally have caused an obstacle in 
the ways of letting Muslim communities join the Union, since it can be seen that EU only wants 
members who are more willing to adopt the Western values, both in terms of the cultural and the 
political aspects (Lagro & Jørgensen, 2007). After all of the efforts put in the required reforms 
process in becoming a member of the European Union, Turkey has started to react to the 
rejection from the West and have therefore started to turn back to what was familiar to them, 
Islam, where the mainstream opinion and practice have become increasingly Islamist 
(Huntington, 1996, p. 147). 
The cultural dimension of the Turkish accession negotiations might not be as apparent as 
the two others regarding the Copenhagen criteria and the consequences of a hypothetical 
Turkey’s EU accession. However, it should not be underestimated, since a successful outcome of 
an encounter in the Union is dependent and related to the state identity in which culture and 
religion is regarded. This part depends on a range of both internal and external factors. For the 
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European Union the question on how they will redefine its socio-cultural identity, when Turkey 
enters will be relevant. The former president of France, Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, said in public 
that “the capital of Turkey is not in Europe, so Turkey is not in Europe. If the Turks join, that will 
be the end of the European Union” (Lagro & Jørgensen, 2007, 128). Since the domestic EU 
member states has a huge saying and can easily influence the outcome, Turkey might change the 
identity of the European Union in the future and this is the reason for it being difficult to accept 
the Turkish accession as it might start conflicts and changes in the Union.  
!
!
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Conclusion 
To begin with, this project will first of all conclude whether Turkey is fulfilling the official 
requirements from the European Union, in order to become a member, or not. Thereafter the 
consequences the European Union will experience if Turkey becomes a member of the Union are 
pointed out in terms of the population, the voting system, and the mass immigration. Thereafter 
the differences between Turkey and Europe in terms of identity will be clarified. Afterwards, the 
clash of the Turkish and the European civilizations will be elaborated on further and a conclusion 
of the underlying reasons for Turkey not being accepted in the European Union will be made and 
how this affects the accession. In the end, all of this will lead to an answer of the project’s 
research question “How does the clash between Turkish and European identities affect Turkey's 
accession to the European Union?” 
In terms of the official requirements it has been stated by the European Union that the 
political and economical requirements have been sufficiently fulfilled. The third criteria 
regarding the acquis has not been completed yet, since so far only one out of 35 chapters is 
closed. This is due to the fact that it has taking a long time to negotiate and to reach a 
compromise regarding these chapters, which both sides can agree on. Officially, the long 
negotiation process regarding Turkey is also said to be due to the Eastern enlargement where the 
EU has been focusing on the Eastern and Central European countries since they were not ready 
to become a part of the Union when they were taken in. In this sense, the Copenhagen criteria is 
perceived as not enough reliable regarding an accession of a country to the EU. This is due to the 
fact that countries like Cyprus, Czech Republic and Bulgaria are accepted in the European Union 
even though these countries have fulfilled less requirement than Turkey have. Thus, these 
countries stability within the European Union are more prioritized than Turkey and therefore 
Turkey’s negotiation process is postponed and prolonged. 
Taking into account that Turkey has long pursued for its EU accession but is still not 
accepted into the European Union, might be due to the fact that there will be various 
consequences once Turkey officially becomes an EU member. The biggest challenge for the 
European Union is that they will have to make numerous amendments in their institutions in 
order to reduce the imbalance between itself and Turkey. The fact that Turkey is a populous 
country with a strong economy, which will likely give the country an influence, that is 
unavoidable for the  EU, is a challenge for EU to overcome. At the moment Turkey is almost as 
big as Germany and is predicted to have a considerable bigger population than Germany within 
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the next 20 years. Another worry for the European Union is the number of mass immigrants 
which is predicted to flow into the EU member countries once Turkey becomes an EU member 
state as the borders will open. The matter of mass immigration is not new; the real concern here 
is placed on the religion of those immigrants. There is a fear of Islamization in Europe as the 
majority of Muslims living in Western Europe is of immigrant origin which, in turn, will cause 
more social and cultural conflicts. It is indeed going to take a considerable amount of time and 
effort for both Turkey and the European Union once Turkey officially becomes an EU member. 
In this project, these official requirements and concerns of a hypothetical Turkish EU accession 
are not believed to be the solely explanation for the EU’s reluctance in granting Turkey a full 
membership yet as there are some underlying reasons. Hence, a social constructivist approach 
was taken to supplement the positivistic approach in order to examine the research question. 
It is first of all important to conclude on the identities in both Turkey and Europe. Turkey is 
defined as a secular Muslim country and is differentiated from other Muslim countries due to 
Turkey having a secular political system that was established by Atatürk during the 1920s and 
the 1930s. However in the cultural life of the Turks, Islam plays an important role in the 
construction of the identity. It is not possible to separate Islam in Turkish identity as, according 
to Smith, religious components can strengthen a sense of national identity.  
On the other hand, even though it is more complex to establish a concrete European 
identity since the continent consists of various countries, one of the core elements that 
contributed to the construction of the European identity is proved to be Christianity, Rome and 
Greece. It is believed that Christianity was important in the construction of the European cultural 
identity. However when it comes to the definition of the identity in the European Union it is 
being considered to be based on the liberalistic values, in which the most important are 
democracy, equality, freedom of religion, civil rights,freedom of speech, free trade and free 
property, which are often referred to as being the Western values. 
In assumption, the key elements which constructed the Turkish identity differently from 
European identity is firstly its long historical root and secondly its religion. This argument is 
substantiated by several declarations, which state that Europe is Christian and that Islam is too 
different and therefore do not fit into the Union. These statements are among other things 
claiming that Turkey is not a part of the European Union and will never be. Furthermore, it is 
stated that the fundamental values of Christianity will lose vigor if Turkey, a large country with 
Islam as the dominant religion, becomes a member of the European Union. 
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According to Huntington’s theory Clash of Civilizations, it is impossible for two different 
civilizations to meet and cooperate. Specifically, the Islamic civilization is different from the 
Western civilization in all aspects, as Islam is not only a religion. The Islamic societies have their 
own rules, traditions, and culture so they are capable of creating an identity themselves. Thus, in 
the case of Turkey, Islam and the Turkish identity is inseparable. Meanwhile in a eurocentristic 
point of view, the Western society is stated to be the ideal and therefore people from this 
civilization do not wish to neither compromise or being open minded towards other values. As a 
consequence, when the Western civilization meets Islamic civilization, a clash will definitely 
occur. As mentioned in the analysis, due to the importance of cultural affinity, international 
organizations based on states with cultural commonalities, as the European Union, are far more 
successful than those who try to believe that looking beyond culture is possible. Thus in terms of 
Turkey, fulfilling all the obligations from the EU is seen as impossible, since Turkey will not be 
able to fully integrate into the European Union and to implement all the the Western values that it 
entails. 
In sum, after the investigation, to say that Turkey is not eligible to become an EU member 
despite the fact that it is stated by the EU themselves that Turkey is sufficiently fulfilling the 
political and economic obligations and is on the way of negotiating the acquis is not completely 
valid. It is thereby critical to take into account that despite of not fulfilling the Copenhagen 
criteria and not even being ready for joining, other countries such as Cyprus and Bulgaria has 
become EU member states due to the interests of the EU members. It raises a serious question in 
regard to Turkey’s accession as the European Union is criticized as being superficial in regard to 
the enlargement process. Thus it is believed that there is indeed an underlying reason for this 
prolonged process. Turkey has not been accepted in the Union due to the fact that it is a country 
with a large Islamic population. Its identity which is bounded with the values of Islam is 
contradicting with the European identity and its civilization. Therefore, the European Union is 
anxious when it comes to Turkey’s accession, since they are uncertain in regard to the outcome 
of this enlargement.   
!
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Reflections 
Due to the prolonged negotiation process for Turkey’s EU membership compared to other 
EU member countries, Turkish population has started to change its view regarding the pros and 
cons of joining the EU (Kuzmanovic, 2013, Appendix). The Turks are starting to consider if this 
EU membership will be beneficial and if it is even a good idea. Therefore, it could be interesting 
to look into this aspect, if the investigation had focused more on the Turkish society and thereby 
had written the project from a Turkish point of view, since this might have contributed with other 
opinions and approaches to various internal and external issues. It would also have been 
important to investigate how the European Union and Turkey are disagreeing when it comes to 
the handling of international affairs for instance, in terms of the foreign approach, as they have a 
very different approach than the EU when it comes to the handling of, for instance the Syrian 
conflict. In this conflict the European Union and Turkey were first allies. However, when the 
conflict continued, Turkey started supporting the Muslim brotherhood’s component of the Syrian 
opposition, which differed from the EU approach. Moreover, Turkey wished to have a fierce 
international interaction, whereas the European Union, on the other hand, did not wish to make a 
military intervention without the United Nations security council resolution  . If Turkey becomes 53
a member it will have to agree on this approach, as according to Claus Juul Nielsen if a country 
becomes a member of the European Union, it needs to accept everything (Juul Nielsen, 2013, 
Appendix). This statement indicates that concerning the Turkish EU membership, Turkey might 
need to give up on its own policies in order to accommodate the EU's policies and Turkey seems 
to be unaware of this factor.  
Also in terms of the economic dimension, the process of European integration entails both hope 
and anxiety as the Turkish people perceive an EU membership as a symbol of welfare. What 
concerns the EU is the fact that the citizens in Turkey do not question how this welfare level with 
a free-market economy can be achieved and also they do not have a clear idea of the total cost 
involved in adopting the Union’s acquis (Lagro & Jørgensen, 2007). 
Another aspect which could have been investigated is the Turkish government’s ability to 
guarantee the rights of minorities, which is one of the official concerns of the EU regarding 
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Turkey’s accession (European Commission, 2013, pp. 13-15)  . The requirement from the 54
European Union to Turkey is an recognition of the minority, the Kurds, as the first criterion. The 
conflict between Turkey and Kurdistan, also known as the Kurdish Question has been ongoing 
even though Turkey has made progress regarding this issue (European Commission, 2013, pp. 
13-15) (Yildiz, 2012)  . The Kurds were under the rule of two sovereigns: the Sultan in Istanbul 55
and the Shah in Teheran before the fall of the Ottoman Empire. Today, the Kurdish population is 
divided among six countries, with the largest concentration in Eastern and South-Eastern Turkey 
and runs into millions (Mango, 2004, pp. 209-211). Many Kurds in the South-Eastern Turkey 
perceive their society as being an independent nation with the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, in 
front, some Kurds fought for the recognition as a sovereign state apart from the Republic of 
Turkey (Mango, 2004, p. 214). Most Kurds have realized that a sovereign Kurdish state will be 
poor and unruly, therefore they now fight and hope for a binational Turkish and Kurdish state 
where Kurdish cultural rights are protected and accepted (Mango, 2004, p. 221). However, a 
binational state is difficult for both Turks and Kurds to accept. For Turks, it means that the 
project about a homogenous nation-state, which Atatürk established after the fall of a 
multinational, multi-faith and multi-linguistic Ottoman Empire can not be realized if Kurds have, 
for instance, their own language. For Kurds it means giving up being a sovereign nation, but 
accept to be recognized as a minority inside Turkey, who will have political influence (Özcan, 
2013)  .  56
When Turkey opened for negotiations with PKK’s jailed leader Abdullah Öcalan on Imralı 
Island they showed that they are on a fast track to become a binational state. What Turkey might 
have recognized that a binational state is the only solution for Turkey to become a member of the 
European Union (Özcan, 2013). However due to this still ongoing problems on the South-East 
area, it is the question whether or not this project with a binational state will be sustainable even 
if Turkey becomes a member of the European Union. From this point, a different direction in the 
project would be taken as the problem between the Turks and the Kurds would be focused on. 
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Thus the conclusion might be stated that if Turkey cannot solve the conflict between Turkish 
identity and Kurdish identity, how would it be if they encounter, join the EU?  
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